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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Swansea Environment Strategy, published by Swansea Environmental Forum (SEF) in 2006, 
provides a long-term vision and strategic priorities for the natural and built environment in Swansea. 
This report outlines the findings of the latest biennial review, which primarily assessed progress made 
towards the Strategy’s priorities during 2014/15 and 2015/16. 
 
SEF is the lead strategic partnership for all aspects of the natural and built environment in Swansea 
and works within the context of the Single Integrated Plan and in support of the Swansea Local 
Service Board (now Public Services Board). SEF also supports and contributes to the Swansea 
Healthy City programme and coordinates several partnerships and community projects. 
 
The vision set out in the Strategy was for a Swansea where the natural environment we inherited is 
safeguarded for the future; where local people have better opportunities for work, learning and leisure; 
but where the quality of life of others around the world is also respected and everyone understands 
and values the environment and tries to live more sustainably. 
 
The strategy review process involves collecting the most recent data available for the Strategy’s set of 
indicators, and updates on all the actions listed in the last Swansea Environment Strategy Action Plan. 
This data and information is provided by a wide range of partner organisations and additional evidence 
and other relevant achievements are also taken into account as part of the assessment of progress. 
 
The latest review points to progress under each of the Strategy’s five themes. Notable developments 
include an increase in the range of organisations and community groups involved in managing sites 
for the benefit of biodiversity and people. This is illustrated by a significant increase in Green Flag 
Community Awards and the establishment of networks for community growing projects and friends of 
parks groups. Improvements also continue to be made in the build environment with homes and public 
buildings becoming more energy efficient and many derelict properties being brought back into use. 
The number of properties in Swansea at high risk of flooding has reduced while recycling rates and the 
amount of energy generated through local renewable sources have risen. 
 
However, great challenges remain, particularly in relation to safeguarding our natural assets, restoring 
contaminated land, improving access to public transport, dealing with air and water quality, meeting 
the demand for affordable housing and encouraging behaviour change towards more sustainable 
lifestyles and practices. 
 
Most of the strategy indicators have continued to provide useful information on the progress of the 
strategic priorities but it was not possible to get updated data for all the indicators and some are no 
longer being measured. It is clear that some data will no longer be available for future assessments 
and so the sources and types of evidence used to measure progress may need to be reviewed. 
 
Over the past two years, a number of key strategic developments have occurred at a national and 
local level, which is having an impact on the way environmental priorities are determined and 
addressed. Natural Resources Wales has become established and the new Environment Act for 
Wales sets out a holistic methodology for natural resource management. In 2015, a trial of this 
ecosystems approach took place in the Tawe catchment involving several partner organisations, 
including Swansea Environmental Forum, and provided useful ideas and evidence for future actions. 
 
The One Swansea Plan (Single Integrated Plan) has been developed using a driver diagram system. 
The driver diagram for Outcome F – People Have Good Places to Live, Work and Visit – was 
developed through a series of workshops and meetings in 2015 and effectively serves as an update of 
the Swansea Environment Strategy priorities. It is proposed that this will provide the structure for the 
next strategy action plan and be the basis of the next strategic review. 
 
The Wellbeing of Future Generations Act provides a new framework for the delivery of sustainable 
development by public bodies and a local Wellbeing Plan will be developed to replace the Single 
Integrated Plan in 2018. It is expected that this will strongly influence the future strategic priorities and 
actions of Swansea Environmental Forum and its partners. 
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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW 
 
The Swansea Environment Strategy – Time to Change – was published by Swansea Environmental 
Forum (SEF) in September 2006, following a fifteen months period of development and consultation 
with a large number of partner organisations, SEF members and the general public. The Strategy is 
arranged around five key themes – The Natural Environment and Biodiversity; The Built Environment 
and Energy Use; Water, Land and Waste Management; Sustainable Transport and Air Quality; and 
Environmental Awareness and Action. For each theme, there is an overarching vision and a set of 
strategic priorities. 
 
The Strategy set out a framework for monitoring and reporting on progress. An initial one-year review 
was undertaken eighteen months after the strategy was formally published. The Forum then 
committed itself to carrying out and publishing biennial reviews. This latest report, Ten Years On, 
outlines the findings of the fourth progress review, which was undertaken May-July 2014 focussing 
primarily on the period from April 2012 to March 2014. 
 

Swansea Environmental Forum is the lead strategic partnership for all aspects of the 
natural and built environment in the City and County of Swansea. It is an independent 

membership organisation, initially set-up in 1985, which brings together individuals, 
statutory bodies, businesses and voluntary groups to promote environmental sustainability 

and develop collaborative projects to improve our natural and urban environments. 
 

Further information can be found on www.swanseaenvironmentalforum.net including 
downloadable copies of the Environment Strategy, action plans and strategy reviews. 

 

ACTION PLANS 

The first Environment Strategy Action Plan, produced in 2006 to sit alongside the Strategy, covered 
the period 2006-8 and included 140 specific actions which illustrated how a wide range of 
organisations would contribute to the priorities outlined in the Strategy. After each strategy review, the 
action plan has been updated with actions for the following two-year period. The number of specific 
actions in the 2008-10 action plan increased a little to 150 but there was a large increase in the 
number of actions in the 2010-12 action plan as many more organisations offered actions, which 
totalled nearly 280. The number reduced again for the 2012-14 action plan, which included 254 
actions, and for the 2014-16 action plan, which listed under 200 actions. 
 
The achievement rate for the first Action Plan (2006-8) was 57% (based on actions completed with 
those partly completed counted as half a completed action). The achievement rates increased for the 
subsequent action plans – 61% in 2008-10, 75% for 2010-12 and 76% for the 2012-14 action plan. 
The achievement rate for the latest action plan (2014-16) was slightly lower than the last two, at 74%. 
 

INDICATORS 

A set of indicators was agreed and published within the Environment Strategy to help SEF monitor and 
measure change. These have been reviewed and amended from time to time in response to the 
availability and suitability of data. Following the first strategy review (2008) a set of 51 indicators were 
agreed. Of these, just 35 (68%) provided suitable data in the second strategy review (2010) but 26 
secondary indicators were also used, though some of these were not particularly robust – being 
subject to too many external variables or being obtained from surveys with relatively small samples 
numbers. A comprehensive review of the indicator set was undertaken by SEF in 2013, in part to see 
whether suitable indicators could also be used for the Single Integrated Plan. 
 
During this latest review, there were several indicators for which data was either not available or had 
questionable value. It should be noted that in a few cases, data published in previous reports has 
been amended in this report to rectify errors or to reflect data updates. The table on page 49 lists the 
sources of indicator data. 
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ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

This strategy review is focussed primarily on the progress made towards achieving the 22 priorities 
presented in the Strategy. To assess progress, information was gathered relating to the agreed 
indicators, the actions proposed in the last Strategy Action Plan and any additional data, actions and 
other information that came to light during discussions with partners. 
 
Each strategic priority has been assigned a RAG (red, amber, green) status to provide a very simple 
summary of progress. The overall RAG status for each priority is based on an assessment of five 
elements: the indicator data (primary indicators), the achievement of actions listed in the 2012-14 
action plan, additional data (secondary indicators), further actions and achievements collected from 
partners and recorded in this report, and a comparison to progress or the status in Wales as a whole 
(where available). The criteria used to assign RAG status under each element is provided in the table 
below. The overall status is determined by combining the status for these five elements (where 
assessed) with a weighting towards the indicators and other data, and then the actions, unless the 
quality or quantity of data is poor, in which case the status relating to actions takes precedence. 
 

 GREEN AMBER RED N/A 

indicator data 
(primary 
indicators) 

significant 
improvement is 

evident 

some improvement 
is evident 

change is minimal 
or negative 

no indicator or 
inadequate data 

other data 
(secondary 
indicators) 

significant 
improvement is 

evident 

some improvement 
is evident 

change is minimal 
or negative 

no additional 
data considered 

action plan 
(2014-16) 

all or almost all 
actions achieved 

(75-100%) 

most actions 
achieved (50-74%) 

most actions not 
achieved (less 

than 50%) 

additional 
actions 

several additional 
actions achieved 

some additional 
actions achieved 

- no additional 
actions considered 

comparison 
with Wales 

better than 
average 

about average below average not considered 

OVERALL 
STATUS 
(taking into 
account the 
above aspects) 

good progress has 
been made 

towards achieving 
the priority 

some progress has 
been made but the 
breadth or rate of 
progress could be 

improved 

insufficient 
progress is being 
made and more 
decisive action is 

needed 
 
It should be noted that the point at which green or amber status is awarded for completion of actions in 
the last action plan has been adjusted to 75% (previously 85%) as this was deemed a fairer threshold. 
 
The following pages provide the detailed review and the overall RAG assessment for 21 of the 22 
strategic priorities in turn (strategic priority WM4 has not been assessed as there were insufficient data 
and actions). A table showing the assessment for each element is provided on page 47. 
 
The strategy review is looking for evidence of significant improvements so where there was little or no 
change then a red status would generally be assigned. An amber status shows that there was 
improvement but not as great as might have been. In this review, the majority of priorities received an 
amber status with no priority assigned a red status (though WM4 may have had it been included) and 
six priorities assigned a green status. In the last review there were one red and seven green. 
 
An arrow has been placed within the RAG status box for each priority on the relevant page in the next 
section and also in the table on page 47. These show whether the RAG status has improved (), 

reduced () or stayed the same () when compared to the previous review. In this review, the status 
of five priorities has decreased and two priorities have had their status increased (in the 2014 review, 
two decreased and four increased). The table on page 48 shows how the RAG status given to each 
strategic priority has changed over the four strategic reviews where RAG status has been used. 



Ten Years On: Review of the Swansea Environment Strategy – August 2016 6 

 

 REVIEW OF STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 
 

NE1: Establish and maintain data on the natural environment and 
monitor change 

SUMMARY 

Some progress has been made with monitoring the natural environment in Swansea 
but suitable indicators have still not been agreed. 
 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Swansea Biodiversity Partnership 
City and County of Swansea (Nature Conservation) 
Natural Resources Wales 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

Suitable indicators for biodiversity have still not been agreed. 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

Resources have still not been identified to support a service level agreement between the Council and 
SEWBREC (South East Wales Biodiversity Records Centre) to digitise Swansea data and this looks 
increasingly unlikely given the current budgetary restrictions. Local actions from the reviewed LBAP 
have also still not been loaded onto the new BARS (Biodiversity Action Reporting System) website 
 
Due to imminent loss of access to the Environment Agency ecology database, NRW has been working 
with Kisters to develop a new system to hold the freshwater ecology, marine ecology, fisheries and 
River Habitat data collected to meet the statutory and operational needs of the organisation. The data 
base has been designed to accommodate all other related NRW monitoring data – such as terrestrial 
ecology data - which will be uploaded in due course. A parallel system known as KiWQM will manage 
and store the large amounts of water chemistry data generated by NRW monitoring programmes. 
 
The Council’s Nature Conservation Team has prepared ‘Wild about your Ward’ packs for 10 wards 
and intends to roll this out to other wards in 2016/17. With Lottery funding and the support of 
volunteers, the Team has also undertaken a survey of ancient woodland in Gower. 
 
An i-Tree survey of the Tawe catchment area has also been undertaken by NRW as part of the Tawe 
Trial into natural resource management approaches. 
 
In 2015, a RIGS (Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Sites) audit for Swansea was 
carried out through a contract between the local authority and Swansea University. 
 
The Council’s AONB team has started work on a climate change vulnerability assessments for key 
habitats and species of the Gower AONB; key geological features of the Gower AONB; and 
landscape/seascape features and views in the AONB, but these have not yet been completed. A 
proposed landscape character and photographic monitoring programme to record and assess 
landscape change in the AONB has yet to be started, as is the ecosystems services mapping exercise 
proposed for the AONB. 
 
The trials of natural control of Japanese Knotweed were concluded in 2014 but additional trials are 
planned to take place in Wales in 2016. Some information on Japanese Knotweed and invasive 
species has been added to the Council’s website but a separate website or extensive webpages have 
not been developed. The Council’s parks staff now offer a commercial Knotweed control service 
(along with arboreal services). 
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NE2: Protect and safeguard our valued natural assets and halt 
loss of biodiversity 
SUMMARY 

Some progress has been made in identifying and preparing plans to protect natural 
assets in Swansea but further resources will be needed if these are to be safeguarded 
into the future.  

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Nature Conservation, AONB) 
Natural Resources Wales 
Swansea Biodiversity Partnership 
The Gower Partnership Group 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

Total area of LNRs, AONB and SINCs 2007 2009 2011 2014 2016 
- LNRs and AONB 200 km2 200 km2 200 km2 200 km2 200 km2 
- SINCs 96 km2 96 km2 103 km2 111 km2 111 km2 
 

 2001-2006 2007-2013 
Percentage of SAC, SPA and SSSI 
features in or recovering towards 
favourable condition 

- SSSI features 29% - 
- SAC / SPA features 46% - 

 
The area of LNRs (Local Nature Reserves) and AONB (Area of Outstanding natural Beauty) in the City 
and County of Swansea have remained the same but Swansea Council has undertaken preliminary 
work towards the designation of Garth Farm. The number of SINCs has remained the same but two 
further candidate sites have been identified and it is hoped that these will be added soon. 
 
No new data is available on SAC, SPA and SSSI features. Of the SAC (Special Areas of 
Conservation) features for which there was an updated condition assessment (between 2007 and 
2013) none showed a change in overall reporting category (i.e. from unfavourable to favourable or 
vice versa). Condition assessments are ongoing for the current reporting period 2013-18. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

The redrafting of the Gower AONB Management Plan was completed and it went out for public 
consultation. The final plan has not yet been published but is expected to be published in 2016/17. 
 
A draft management plan for Swansea Bay has been developed but not yet adopted. Swansea 
University undertook consultation on aspects of this as part of a Tawe Trial project. This included a 
major conference about the management of Swansea Bay where support for a new Swansea Bay 
management forum was secured. 
 
Some progress has been made towards developing a Green Infrastructure Strategy: a topic paper was 
produced for the LDP and discussions have started between the Council’s Nature Conservation Team 
and NRW officers. The initial focus will be on the city centre and is being supported through the 
Healthy Urban Environment Working Group of the Swansea Healthy City initiative. An Open Space 
Assessment was undertaken as part of the LDP development and an open space strategy is now 
being developed by the Council. 
 
As part of the Special Sites Project (originally established by CCW), NRW completed 5 further actions 
in 2014/15 and 7 further actions in 2015/16. The SAC core management plan reviews are ongoing 
with three out of the five plan reviews either complete or underway. The Prioritised Improvement Plans 
have all been produced. 
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NE3: Maintain and enhance the quality and diversity of the 
natural environment 
SUMMARY 

There are a growing number of sites being managed by organisations and community 
groups for the benefit of biodiversity and people, and the number of land management 
contracts under national agri-environment schemes has also increased. 

GREEN 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Nature Conservation, Parks) 
Natural Resources Wales 
Swansea Biodiversity Partnership 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
Number of Green Flags 
/ Green Flag Community 
Awards 

3 / 1 3 / 1 4 / 1 4 / 1 4 / 1 4 / 1 5 / 1 6 / 1 6 / 1 7 / 8 

 
 2007 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016 
Area of land 
managed under 
agri-environment 
agreement 

5,483 
ha 

9,371 
ha 

8,299 
ha 

8,011 
ha 

10,052 
ha 

10,213 
ha 

6,818 
ha 

- 

- Glastir (area) - - - - 1,016 
ha 

1,209 
ha 

2,925 
 ha 

- 

- Glastir (contracts) - - - - 20 23 49 65 
- Tir Cynnal 1,842 

ha 
3,052 

ha 
2,866 

ha 
2,636 

ha 
2,636 

ha 
2,636 

ha 
2,636 

ha 
0 

- Tir Gofal 3,298 
ha 

5,455 
ha 

4,452 
ha 

4,395 
ha 

5420 
ha 

5388 
ha 

277 
ha 

0 

- Organic Farming 
Scheme (area) 

343ha 864ha 981ha 980ha 980ha 980ha 980ha - 

- Organic Farming 
Scheme (schemes) 

- 13 21 21 21 21 21 - 

 
 2005 2007 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Rating of parks and open/green 
spaces (SVS - v. good / f. good) 

87%  87% 91% - 90% - 91% 

Ease of access to parks and open 
spaces (SVS - v. good / f. good) 

62% - - - 71% - 89% 

 
The Council has continued to increase the number of parks receiving Green Flags – adding Llewellyn 
Parc in 2014 and retaining all 6 sites in 2015. Penllergare Valley Woods successfully achieved a 
Green Flag in 2016. 
 
Mumbles Development Trust managed to retain the Green Flag Community Award for Oystermouth 
Castle Woods in 2014, 2015 and 2016. Over the past two years, the Council has provided support and 
encouragement to community organisations, such as Friends of Parks groups, to submit applications 
for a Green Flag Community Award and in 2016, seven additional awards were achieved. Across 
Wales, the number of Green Flag Community Awards has more than doubled in 2016 increasing from 
40 to 83 but Swansea has seen the largest increase of all local authorities. 
 
It was not possible to obtain figures for the area of land in Swansea managed under agri-environment 
schemes in 2016. Both the Tir Cynnal and Tir Gofal schemes came to an end in 2014 having been 
replaced by Glastir and there was a dip in the total area managed under schemes in that year due to a 
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lag between land owners finishing with one scheme and moving onto Glastir. However, in 2015, 15 
new Glastir contracts were agreed (Entry level and Advanced level) showing a continued rise in 
application to the new scheme. In 2016, there was only one further contract (Advanced) which covered 
an area of 70ha. If the additional Glastir contracts in the last two years were on average of similar area 
to the average already in place, then it may be anticipated that the total area in 2016 would be close to 
that in 2012 or 2013. 
 
Since 2013, there have been no further Swansea Voices Citizens’ Panel surveys which ask directly for 
a rating of parks and green spaces or ease of access to them. However, an ORS Tracker Reputation 
telephone survey, commissioned by The City and County of Swansea and undertaken through in six 
waves between June 2015 and April 2016 did ask residents about a range of council services. A high 
proportion of residents expressed satisfaction with parks and open spaces (35% very satisfied and 
44% fairly satisfied) and with beach management (33% very satisfied and 46% fairly satisfied). 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

NRW chose the Tawe Catchment and Swansea Bay as one of three trials of natural resource planning 
and management in Wales. The Tawe Trial involved several pilots and research projects funded by 
NRW but delivered by different partners including SEF, Swansea University and Trilein. SEF 
coordinated two projects: a User and Accessibility Study of the River Tawe and a Community 
Consultation Project which was later branded as Smart Nature. The later involved a varied programme 
of consultation activities using different techniques and targeting different audiences and included 
street and online surveys, evening consultation events, a major whole-day conference and a new 
interactive website. 
 
NRW also dug ditches on Cefn Bryn to support an increase in southern damselfly and trialled 
controlled burning to improve grazing management on the Gower Commons.  
 
The network of ‘Friends of’ groups involved with parks and other green spaces across Swansea has 
developed significantly in recent years and contributes increasingly to the management of green 
spaces (see EA3). 
 
A People and Places Lottery grant and funding from NRW is funding a major project at Llys Nini which 
includes improving the purple moor grass fen habitat at the site; developing a wet meadow into a 
wetland area for aquatic invertebrates, otters and, possibly water vole; using the spoil for sand martin 
embankment to encourage nesting on the site; and installing boardwalks and a hide. A Conservation 
Officer has been appointed as part of the project and sensory trails and events have been organised. 
 
Mumbles Development Trust have planted a wildflower area and removed sycamore to allow light into 
Castle Woods; planted more fruit trees in Castle Woods Community Orchard; and installed benches 
and added signage in Castle Wood area but have not yet secured resources for maintenance and 
improvement work in Underhill Park.  
 
The Middle Park area of Penllergare Valley Woods has been fenced and the whole area of silt has 
been graded into the landscape with a couple of wetland areas to increase biodiversity. It will now be 
hand sown with rye grass and the whole of Middle Park mown to maintain an open landscape with 
some specimen trees. A voluntary Conservation Forum was set up by the Penlleragare Trust to advise 
and develop an improved appreciation of the wildlife of Penllergare Valley Woods and to suggest 
appropriate management policies and actions. As the project has progressed, this has become 
partially virtual through electronic communication and regular updates to the volunteers through 
quarterly meetings and information sessions. As the trust is in the development phase for a Phase 
Two HLF application, it is proposed that the forum is formalized so it has increased input in 
developments. 
 
Swansea University has taken on custodianship of the Crymlyn Burrows SSSI and established a 
management committee and engagement programme for staff, students and the local community. 
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NE4: Promote awareness, access and enjoyment of the natural 
environment 
SUMMARY 

Opportunities to visit, enjoy and learn about the natural environment in Swansea 
continue to improve with an increasing number of events and interpretative resources. 
 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City & County of Swansea (Nature Conservation, Countryside Access, AONB) 
Swansea Environmental Education Forum 
Swansea Biodiversity Partnership 
Gower Landscape Partnership 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2008/9 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 
Percentage 
length of 
Rights of 
Way which 
are easy to 
use 

59.1% 51.2% 55.0% 58.6% 78.1% 66.8% 60.4% 71.9% 

 
 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Visitors to a 
selection of 
sites 

693,000 775,733 778,177.8 742,819 620,853 1,050,240 865,705 - 

National 
Trust sites: 
Penmaen, 
Cwm Ivy, 
Rhossili 
(beach / cliff) 

571,960 638,285 652,755 624,560 501,237 932,035 726,040 867,600 

CCS sites: 
Brandy 
Cove, 
Caswell 

121,040 137,448 125,423 118,259 119,616 118,205 139,665 - 

 
Whilst the recent figures for the ‘Percentage length of Rights of Way which are easy to use’ have 
fluctuated and are lower than in 2012/13, the trend in Swansea over the past decade is clearly 
upwards – rising from 44% in 2003/4. These figures are susceptible to variance due to them being 
based on an annual random survey of 10% of the network. 
 
The indicator ‘Visitors to a selection of sites’ uses data from visitor counters placed at 6 points in 
Gower. The figures are greatly affected by weather, the number of organised events taking place in a 
given year and the reliability of the counters (which are prone to failure). Previous strategy review 
reports included additional counters which have been removed or discounted on the basis of reliability. 
 
The National Trust counters are sited in Penmaen, Cwm Ivy and Rhossili (one on the route to the 
beach and one on the cliff path). There appears to be a drop in 2014 but this was from a record high in 
2013. In 2015, the counter for Rhossili beach was broken and gave a reading of only 5% of previous 
year’s figures for that point. If an adjustment is made for this counter, then the true figure for the 
National Trust counters in that year may well have exceeded that for 2013. The Council figures are 
collected from counters in Brandy Cove and Caswell Bay. The Caswell counter stopped working in 
April 2015 and the Countryside Access Team stopped taking counter data altogether so no data is 
available for 2015. 
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Previous strategy reviews included a figure for ‘The Proportion of Biodiversity-related Events in 
Swansea Environmental Events Leaflet’ but it was felt that this was difficult to assess and had little 
value as an indicator. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

As part of the Countryside Connections project, and with additional funding from the Gower 
Landscape Partnership project, the Nature Conservation Team organised a major partnership 
countryside festival – Love Your Countryside – to raise awareness and appreciation of the natural 
environment of rural Swansea (see below). A programme of out-of-classroom learning experiences for 
primary school pupils was also organised targeting schools in the urban Target Areas (Castle and 
Penderry). This programme involved 12 classes from 11 schools (over 300 pupils in total) visiting two 
sites – Bishops Wood and Crwys Community Woodland – one in the spring and the other in the 
autumn. 
 
The Council’s Nature Conservation Team continued to produce the annual Environmental Events 
Swansea leaflet but went back to just one edition per year after two editions were published in both 
2012 and 2013. The 2014 edition was limited to the period April to September but featured over 250 
events. The 2015 edition covered the period May to December and included over 200 events. (See 
also NE2). The team also installed new interpretation panels in Port Eynon (3 panels), along Swansea 
Bay (3 panels) and in Penclawdd (1 panel). A panel for Pwll Du is still being developed. 
 
Swansea University Geology Department produced 10 interpretive trail leaflets explaining geology, 
landscape, natural resources and changes in environment and climate (4 trails in north Swansea and 
6 in Gower). 
 
A Sustainable Tourism Strategy for Gower and Rural Swansea was commissioned by Rural Swansea 
Action and underwent consultation process but was not adopted by the local authority. The new rural 
local action group is expected to pick this up. 
 
The Gower Landscape Partnership project (see also BE4) developed the 'This is Gower' app which 
provides easy-to-follow information on 15 walking trails around the peninsula. It also contributed 
funding to a two-week countryside festival organised by the Council’s Nature Conservation Team to 
promote rural parts of Swansea. The Love Your Countryside Festival involved a programme of 60 
events that took place in the rural areas of Swansea (Gower and Mawr) over a 16-day period in 
September 2014 and included a wide range of activities such as walks, workshops and play days. 
There were also two larger whole day hub events – the first one being based in Bishops Wood valley 
involving dozens of partners and activities in six clusters stretched over a mile from Murton to Caswell. 
Approximately 1,600 participated in the events. The project utilised social media and the Festival’s 
Facebook page was so successful that it was maintained throughout 2015 and is still being used a 
means to share information on events – particularly from the Environmental Events Swansea leaflet. 
 
Baytrans, the Swansea Bay Sustainable Travel and Tourism Partnership, continued to help promote 
transport into the rural areas of Gower and Mawr associated with walking and countryside access. It 
has published a new leaflet for 2016 to promote access to Gower by bus (see also ST1). 
 
Penllergare Trust met the target of its volunteer development plan of 10,000 volunteer hours in 
Penllergare Valley Woods by end of March 2015. There are currently 116 active volunteers with the 
project. Over the past two years, the Trust has delivered a comprehensive activities plan engaging 
local people in a wide range of activities to support the site development. They have also created a 
marketing plan with a responsible sub group which is reviewing a revised funding plan. A new website 
for Penllergare Valley Woods has been developed along with increasing social media. The site was 
recently ranked 7th in the 'Top 100 things to do in Swansea' on Trip Advisor. 
 
Mumbles Development Trust reinstated a path into Peel Wood (part of Mumbles Way) and continues 
to organise volunteer activities such as woodland management, litter picks, beach cleans and guided 
walks. They plan to submit a Heritage Lottery bid for an archaeological dig on Mumbles Hill. 
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The Mumbles Tourist Information Centre closed down in 2015 and the Gower Walking Festival, which 
was organised by the Mumbles TIC, didn’t run in 2015 after several very successful years. However, 
the Gower Cycling Festival, coordinated by Wheelrights, has continued to develop. Each year, the 
Festival programme has included over 20 rides and though the total number of participants has 
dropped a little in the last two years, those that have participated have gone on more rides and the 
festival still attracts people from far afield. 
 
Llys Nini has planted 50 more heritage local apple trees in its orchard areas and is developing 
boardwalks and improving paths to enable better access into wet woodland areas on the site as part 
of its Lottery-funded project (see also NE3). 
 
The Swansea Community Growing Network has continued to develop, bringing together organisations 
and individuals involved in community growing projects. The network became formally constituted in 
2014 and held its first AGM in 2015. In 2016, its membership had exceeded 80 with a similar number 
of additional people connected through events and communications. It received a £5,000 grant from 
Grow Local Fund (see below) which it used to provide project support to other community growing 
initiatives including a programme of four training and networking events which attracted over 120 
participants. It has also developed a website and social media pages. 
 
Swansea Council launched the Grow Local Fund in 2013 to support community growing initiatives. Up 
to the end of March 2016, the Fund had distributed almost £100,000 and supported over 70 different 
growing projects delivered by schools, churches and other community organisations. The Fund gave a 
grant of £5,000 to SCGN to support a programme of project support and training events (mentioned 
above) and also a £5,000 to Spring Mills Community Garden project to set up the Store More project 
which loans equipment to community groups and social enterprises for preserving and packaging their 
produce. The Council’s Community Food and Growing Team, which administer the Fund, also 
produced and published a ‘Our Growing Community’ resource pack. 
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BE1: Improve the quality and attractiveness of the city centre, 
other settlements, neighbourhoods and streetscapes 
SUMMARY 

Regeneration in some parts of Swansea has continued and levels of street cleanliness 
and public satisfaction with their local neighbourhoods remain high. 
 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Regeneration, Streetscene, Planning) 
Keep Wales Tidy 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2005 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
Percentage of public 
satisfaction with 
their local area 
(SVS - v.good/ f.good) 

91% 91% 93% - 93% - 90% - 89% 

Neighbourhood - 
general cleanliness  

72% 67% 70% - 79% - 76% 78% 74% 

Neighbourhood - 
overall appearance  

73% 68% 70% - 80% - 73% - 70% 

City Centre - general 
cleanliness  

66% 43% 61% - - 58% - 65% 59% 

City Centre - overall 
appearance  

41% 36% 46% - - 41% - - 44% 

 

 2007/
8 

2008/
9 

2009/1
0 

2010/1
1 

2011/1
2 

2012/1
3 

2013/1
4 

2014/1
5 

2015/1
6 

Percentag
e 
cleanlines
s at high 
standard 
(LEAMS A, 
B+ and B) 

91.2% 92.5% 93.7% 92.6% 93.0% 95.5% 97.7% 97.3% 97.5% 

Cleanliness 
Indicator 

65.95 65.7 65.2 67.75 64.61 67.99 69.74 67.2 68 

 
The most recent Swansea Voices Survey data relating to neighbourhoods and the city centre (2014) 
showed satisfaction rates remaining high. In this survey, the majority of residents (79%) felt that their 
neighbourhood had stayed the same over the last 12 months, a small proportion (5%) feeling it had 
got better and a slightly larger proportion (16%) that it had got worse. Residents with an illness or 
disability were significantly more likely to feel that their neighbourhood had become worse. When 
asked to rate various aspects, at least four fifths of residents rated the provision of street name plates 
and signs (85%) and the refuse collection service (82%) as good. The majority of residents also rated 
the provision of street lighting (79%), the cutting of grass verges (75%), the provision of civic amenity 
sites (74%) and recycling centres (63%) positively. However, nearly three fifths of residents (59%) 
rated the provision of litter bins as poor and over half of residents (53%) felt that the maintenance of 
pavements was poor.  
 
The percentage cleanliness at high standard, as measured using the Local Environmental Audit 
Management System (LEAMS) grading system, dipped slightly from the 2013/14 figure but, along with 
the Cleanliness Indicator, has continued above the levels of earlier years. The All Wales Cleanliness 
Indicator for 2015/16 was 68.4 with 95.9% of streets reaching an acceptable level of cleanliness 
(LEAMS B or above) – so Swansea scored about average in Wales. 
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ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

A final version of Preferred Strategy for the Local Development Plan (LDP) was adopted in July 2014 
and the skeleton Deposit Plan was produced and consulted on later that year. Consultation on a draft 
Deposit LDP is due to take place in June/July 2016. In the process, a Strategic Transport Assessment, 
Physical Infrastructure Assessment and a Special Landscape Areas Assessment have all been 
completed and a Social Infrastructure Assessment drafted. A landscape sensitivity and capacity study 
of the AONB was carried in 2014, primarily for caravan and camping, but could potentially be applied 
to other forms of development. There are now Deposit Plan policies covering a wide range of topics 
from the city centre to waste disposal, water quality to sustainable travel. Significant pieces of work 
have been undertaken on increasing public participation in the plan making process; completing a 
retail and leisure study for the county; annual housing land availability studies including monitoring 
affordable housing build, and an Employment Land and Economic Assessment. The viability of 
introducing Community Infrastructure Levy is still being considered but cannot be introduced until the 
LDP is adopted. 
 

Coastal Housing has completed the Creative Cluster and King’s Lane Warehouse elements within the 
Urban Village complex on High Street and has appointed a main contractor for further developments in 
the project which has now been split into 2 phases. The 1st phase is due to complete in Spring 2017 
with the 2nd phase starting around the same time. The Potters Wheel development has not yet 
commenced but may also start around Spring 2017. Coastal has also completed the Castle Quarter 
scheme with 30 apartments and ground floor commercial space leased to Las Iguanas and Five Guys 
restaurants. 
 

The first two phases of the European Boulevard scheme, between Princess Way and the Tawe 
Bridges, has been completed and public art features installed at locations along the route – gates by 
the LC2, a piece on the green between Morgan’s Hotel and Swansea Museum and installations in the 
Marina, including in the tunnel near the LC2 car park. Landscaping work was completed and a 
marketing strategy developed for the Felindre Strategic Business Park site. 
 

UWSTD is developing a new SA1 Waterfront Innovation Campus which will include purpose-build 
facilities for learning, teaching and applied research as well as social, leisure and recreation spaces. 
 
A major conference on the future of Swansea City Centre took place in October 2014 in the National 
Waterfront Museum. The City Centre Framework was reviewed and a new document – titled Swansea 
Central Area: Regeneration Framework – was published in February 2016, following wide 
consultation.  
 

A review of services is being undertaken in many departments of the Council to identify cost savings 
and new ways of working. The cleansing and parks teams working in the Gower area have merged 
and this approach may be replicated in other areas and with other services. 
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BE2: Promote sustainable buildings and more efficient use of 
energy 
SUMMARY 

The energy efficiency of many homes and other buildings is improving and the 
standards set for new developments are increasing. More energy is being generated 
from renewable sources at the domestic, community and commercial level. 

GREEN 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Housing, Corporate Building & Property Services) 
Low Carbon Swansea 
Housing Associations / Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
SAP 
rating for 
Swansea 
housing 

- social 
housing 

79 - 64 68 61 63 64 64 66 

- private 
housing 

61 - 55 54 - - - - - 

 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Number of developments 
meeting Ecohomes or 
BREEAM standards 
(excellent or very good) 

8 
(7) 

15 
(13) 

24 
(18) 

32 
(24) 

34 
(25) 

36 
(27) 

42 
(33) 

53 
(43) 

67 
(57) 

 

 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 
CO2 emissions 
in CCS 
corporate 
buildings 
(average tonnes 
CO2/M2 adjusted) 

0.059 0.056 0.053 0.052 0.052 - - 

Total CO2 
emissions for 
CCS (average 
tonnes CO2/M2 
unadjusted) 

- - - 0.073 0.067 0.063 0.061 

 
SAP (Standard Assessment Procedure) rating is a calculation of the energy efficiency of homes using 
a sophisticated modelling system. The SAP rating for social housing (the figure is only for Council 
housing stock) has increased a little over the last few years. The current minimum requirement under 
WHQS is a SAP rating of 65 and SAP ratings are to be taken into account in future rent setting in 
Wales. It should be noted that figures before 2011 were calculated using different methodologies and 
cannot be compared to more recent figures. A SAP rating for private housing in Swansea has not 
been calculated since a survey in 2010. 
 
The number of developments in Swansea meeting BREEAM standards increased significantly in the 
last two years with fifteen new properties meeting the very good standard and a further nine meeting 
the excellent standard. 
 
Data for CO2 emissions from CCS corporate buildings were unavailable for the past two years. These 
figures were calculated with adjustments for weather. Alternative figures provided for the past four 
years were unadjusted and included non-property data e.g. street lighting (though not housing). Whilst 
these figures show a continuing reduction – partly due to significant improvements to street lighting – it 
is likely that the previous reductions in CO2 from Council buildings has slowed, or even started to climb 
again, as opportunities for energy efficiency are harder to find without major capital investment. 



Ten Years On: Review of the Swansea Environment Strategy – August 2016 16 

 
The Council reported total annual carbon emissions for 2015/16 as 31,910 tonnes CO2 dropping from 
42,532 tonnes CO2 in 2009/10 – a reduction of almost 25% from that 2009/10 baseline. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

Surveys were completed and phase 1 works have started in the Sandfields Renewal Area – focused 
on roof replacements, insulation and cladding. However, additional resources need to be identified 
and secured for the next phases. The Council secured Arbed funding to implement energy efficiency 
measures for homes in Castle Ward and is working in partnership with utilities to secure ECO funding 
– ECO has been secured for boiler changes in a Council sheltered housing complex. Previously 2,500 
council lofts where filled to current building regulations and since October 2015 a new installer has 
filled a further 500 lofts. PVs have been and are continuing to be installed on some of the Council’s 
high rise properties with the Council receiving the FIT payments. The Lon Y Felin scheme has started 
but is on hold due to technical issues with the construction but the Council is going ahead to try and 
get the renewables aspects of the project installed anyway. 
 
Burlais and Gowerton Primary Schools were construction and Morriston Comprehensive School was 
redeveloped to BREEAM excellent standard. The Council also completed a three-year, county-wide 
programme of eco-street light replacement, fitting LED lamps to 23,500 units. They are now looking at 
applying a similar approach to further street lighting, road signs and bollards. 
 
UWTSD have produced a carbon management plan and have appointed an energy manager funded, 
at least in part, through savings identified. 
 
Swansea University was seeking to reduce its absolute carbon emissions by at least 35% by 2020/21 
but reports that they are not on trajectory to achieve this challenging target due to expansion. Their 
focus will now be on improving the energy intensity rather than absolute emissions. The university hold 
ISO 14001 and were planning to obtain the Energy Management System Standard ISO 50001 but this 
has been delayed due to uncertainty about whether ESOS compliance was required in the HE sector. 
 
Swansea University also built ORACLE II – a low impact building on the Bay campus created by Down 
to Earth – and installed photovoltaics to provide air conditioning to the precious Richard Burton 
Archives and provide a research facility for SPECIFIC and the Engineering Department. 
 
Gower College Swansea installed 33kW of PV on a new teaching block at Gorseinon campus and 
routinely fit LED lighting in new developments or whenever replacements are needed at their sites. 
 
Down to Earth Project completed a new sustainability training centre to BREEAM Excellent standard 
(pending confirmation) at Little Bryn Gwyn site (see also related achievements under EA2). The 
development includes a solar PV array and many other energy efficient and sustainability features. 
 
The Low Carbon Swansea project, which was grant funded for its first three years, has continued as a 
member-funded network providing quarterly networking and training events and supporting network 
communication e.g. through emails and a comprehensive website (see also EA4). 
 
The Environment Centre continued to coordinate the Eastside Energy Scheme using funding from the 
SA1 community wind turbine. Following the success of a fridge/freezer swap scheme for householders 
in the St.Thomas area in 2013, where 149 units older appliances were replaced with energy efficient 
units, the Environment Centre coordinated a second tranche of appliance replacements in 2015. 
 
Awel Aman Tawe finally received planning permission and consents for the erection of two turbines to 
form a community wind farm near Ammanford after almost two decades of development. AAT also 
launched Wales' first Solar PV co-operative in 2014, raising £171,000 and installing solar PV schemes 
on 5 community buildings. 
 
Swansea Council developed a proposal for a community energy project involving the installation of 
solar PVs on several schools and public buildings in the Townhill, Penderry and Castle wards.  
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A 4.5-acre PV solar farm has been installed at the Llys Nini site. 
 
Proposals for a tidal lagoon in Swansea Bay have developed significantly but have been delayed as 
the company seeks to agree terms with the government for the sale of the electricity generated. 
 

 

BREEAM certified developments in Swansea
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BE3: Ensure the supply of high-quality, affordable and social 
housing within mixed, settled and inclusive communities 
SUMMARY 

Improvements continue to be made to both social and private housing in Swansea and 
many long-term empty properties are being brought back into occupation but housing 
supply is still not meeting current or expected future demands.  
 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Housing, Planning, Environmental Health) 
Housing Associations / Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2008/9 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 
Proportion of 
social 
housing 
meeting 
WHQS 
(council / RSLs) 

- - / 38% - - - / 
100% 

- / 
100% 

7% / 
98% 

- 

Number of 
affordable 
homes built 

299 124 104 257 129 215 142 174 (tbc) 

Number of 
homelessness 
preventions 

632 797 866 910 1,476 1,496 1,469 836 

Proportion of 
private 
housing left 
vacant 

3.47% 3.24% 3.27% 3.56% 3.66% 4.15% 3.54% 3.85% 

Number of 
homes 
brought back 
into use and 
problem 
buildings 
demolished 
or renovated 
(total since 
2005/6) 

61 88 117 156 202 296 752 1,192 

 
The three main housing associations operating in Swansea (Coastal Housing, Gwalia Group and Family 
Housing) are maintaining Welsh Housing Quality Standard (WHQS) compliance on most of their 
properties. A small proportion of older properties may drop out of compliance each year but improvement 
works bring them back into compliance. Swansea Council achieved 7% compliance by March 2025 but 
continues to make significant investments in improving its housing stock and aims for full WHQS 
compliance (including acceptable fails) by 2020. Across Wales, the average WHQS compliance 
(including acceptable fails) for local authority dwellings rose from 39% in March 2013 to 48% in March 
2015. Over the same period, the average compliance for RSLs rose from 75% in 2013 to 87% in 2015. 
 
The total number of affordable housing units built in the last two years (316) is lower than the average in 
the previous three two-year blocks (376) and well below demand and targets. Figures for the proportion 
of new housing that is affordable were included in previous strategy reviews but were not obtained on 
this occasion. 
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The Housing (Wales) Act 2014 was implemented in April 2015 which brought about new homelessness 
prevention duties to local authorities. However, it also had a drastic effect on how they now record the 
‘prevention’ of homelessness and what activity constitutes ‘prevention’ and ‘relief’ of homelessness. As a 
consequence, the figures for 2015/16 are not comparable with previous years. Furthermore, the figure 
included in the table for that year only refers to those households assisted under the new legislation even 
though there was a long transitionary period where the Council was still assisting some households 
under the old legislation. The Council’s IT systems were not able to capture data on both and therefore 
the figure for 2015/16 does not really give the full picture. 
 
There were 456 long-term empty properties brought back into occupation in 2014/15 and a further 440 in 
2015/16 – in each case, it was around 10 times the number in 2012/13. This incredible increase is largely 
due to the decision to send out a mailshot to all empty property owners at the beginning of the financial 
year. This made owners aware of financial assistance available to them (such as the loan scheme and 
VAT discounts) and also made them aware of lost potential income over the period in which the property 
has remained empty. This led to an increase in enquiries relating to these schemes and a subsequent 
jump in the figures. In addition, direct access to the Council Tax database has made it easier for the team 
working on empty properties to identify properties brought back in a timely manner. 
 
The ‘Proportion of private housing left vacant‘ has remained below 4% but the number of long term 
vacant dwellings in the private sector (empty for longer than 6 months) has risen to over 2,200 in both 
2015/16 and 2016/17. It should be noted that some previous figures for vacant properties have been 
amended. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

The Council has produced a new housing strategy for 2015-2020 underpinned by a Local Housing 
Market Assessment (HMA), which was completed in September 2013 and was updated in January 2015. 
The strategy sets out a vision for meeting the housing needs of a growing population over the next five 
years within the context of the One Swansea Plan and sustainable Development. 
 
The Council continues to deliver affordable housing on each housing development site to meet the 
threshold criteria laid out in the LDP, utilising the Local Housing Market Assessment and various funding 
streams. The Council has also submitted a planning application for a new build council housing scheme 
in Milford Way, Penderry – the first Council housing development in Swansea for a number of decades. 
The 18 unit scheme is made up of 10 two bedroom houses and 8 one bedroom apartments, all designed 
to Passivhaus standards. The scheme has been designed by a firm of specialist architects called 
Architype. Achieving the Passivhaus standard means that the properties will be thermally efficient and 
will require very little additional heating and will reduce the costs of heating for the residents that will live 
in them. The properties will also be designed to Lifetime Homes Standards, to ensure they meet current 
and future needs of residents. Building work will start on site later this year. 
 
Grwp Gwalia constructed and handed over numerous housing schemes in the past two years but didn’t 
achieve the 340 unit target they had aimed for in the last strategy action plan. Noteworthy developments 
included the scheme for 13 flats at Ty Llew, Lion Street which won the all Wales Building Excellence 
Award for the Social Housing category in 2015. Family Housing has been working on 43 apartments for 
older people in Hazel Court North development to Code 3+ and connected to existing energy centre. This 
is now due for completion by March 2017. The development of 14 affordable properties for rent in 
Scurlage to Code 3+ with SUDs is due for completion by February 2017. Progress with some key Coastal 
Housing developments is outlined above in BE1. 
 
The Council has continued to improve private sector homes through Homefix Loans, energy efficiency 
schemes and disabled adaptations programmes via annual capital funding programmes. The Houses 
into Homes scheme is continuing to be promoted and used by owners, although many of the properties 
brought back through this scheme are counted in the figures listed above as some of them were not 
previously dwellings (i.e. commercial buildings converted into flats). The National Home Improvement 
Loan Scheme was introduced by Welsh Government in 2015 to be administered by local authorities but it 
is taking time for this scheme to be implemented. 
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BE4: Protect and promote historic buildings and heritage sites 
 
SUMMARY 

Good progress has been made with several heritage schemes around Swansea but 
some key historic buildings are still at risk. 
 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Planning, Regeneration, Culture and Tourism) 
Swansea Built Heritage Group 
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust (GGAT) 
CADW 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2008 2013 2014 2015 
Percentage of buildings at 
each level on the ‘Buildings 
at Risk’ register (whole of 
Wales) 

not at risk 71.95% 
(74%) 

- 74.5% 
(77.27%) 

76.7% 

vulnerable 20.31% 
(17%) 

- 17.5% 
(13.81%) 

15.5% 

at risk 7.74% 
(9%) 

9.3% 8% 
(8.92%) 

7.8% 

 
The last external assessment of listed buildings/structures in Swansea was carried with funding form 
Cadw in 2014. The figures shown in the table for 2015 were an assessment made by the Council’s 
Conservation Manager and reported in November 2015. These show a small improvement. Further 
data for the whole of Wales was not available. 
 
The number of venues and visitors involved in the annual Open House events were previously listed in 
strategy reviews but the local scheme did not take place in 2014 or 2015 so this data has not been 
included in this report. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

SEF continued to arrange meetings of Swansea Built Heritage Group with three meetings taking place 
from April 2014 to March 2016 and information exchange has been maintained through regular emails. 
The group revised it’s action plan in February 2016 and a website for the group has been set up. 
 
There has been significant positive progress in tackling listed buildings at risk against a backdrop of 
financial reductions and staffing reductions at the Council. 
 
At the Hafod/Morfa Copperworks site, the front range of the Laboratory Building has been stabilised 
and reconstructed, the Vivian Locomotive shed has been propped with scaffold, a condition survey 
has been undertaken on the Musgrave Engine House, though an application made to WREN for 
funding to allow urgent consolidation was rejected, and various other features have been repointed 
and wall tops consolidated. 
 
Swansea Council and Swansea University have been successful in securing a Heritage Lottery Fund 
for the next phase of the development which could see Penderyn build a new distillery and visitor 
centre at the former copperworks site. Community focused projects have continued with volunteer 
days, site tours and oral history and arts events. In June 2015, a Connected Communities Exchange 
event was held on the site attended by a large number of professionals and community 
representatives who explored ideas and shared experiences and expertise. 
 
A condition survey was undertaken on the Bascule Bridge and an options study prepared. The Council 
has allocated £500k to its repair but additional funding is needed. 
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Following fire damage to the Swiss Cottage, shell repairs have been completed and it has been widely 
advertised for lease with the potential for conversion to café. 
 
Funding for the Roman Bridge was secured in partnership with the Clyne Valley Community Project 
which enabled the arch to be stabilised in 2014 and path surfacing to be completed in 2015. This 
feature is now open to the public. 
 
A WREN-funded repair project at Scotts Pit has been completed and a new interpretation board has 
been installed at the site by the Birchgrove Community Association. 
 
The Council offered a £75k grant to the owner of the Palace Theatre towards urgent works including 
vegetation removal, masonry repairs and roof repairs to make the building wind and weather tight. 
Discussion continue with the owner about further funding opportunities. 
 
Emergency demolition of some of Danbert House was undertaken by Building Control during 2014 but 
the extent of demolition was limited by input from conservation staff and the building was sold at 
auction for £100k to recover Council costs. Discussions are underway with the new owner about shell 
restoration and conversion to flats. The Albert Hall was also sold at auction in 2015. 
 
Consultation on the Ffynone Conservation Area was completed and the Ffynone Conservation Area 
management plan was adopted by the Council as planning guidance in January 2016. Reviews of 
Morriston and Mumbles Conservation Areas have been drafted and go to public consultation soon. 
 
In Penllergare Valley Woods, stonework on the terraces has been restored and the Penllergare Trust 
is currently undertaking the restoration and planting of the rock garden. A phase 2 HLF bid is being 
developed for the walled garden restoration to begin in 2017. The restoration of the Penllergare 
observatory is almost complete after some delays occurring due to unforeseen issues with the drum 
frame and the rail used for rotation. The roof and drum are now replaced with new materials and there 
are a new door, windows and floors. Funding to develop interpretive materials and educational 
resources for the observatory have not yet been secured and the Trust await to see the outcome of 
the planning proposals for an 80 house-development of the former Penllergaer Civic offices to ensure 
a sense of place for the building and its' environs.  
 
The Gower Landscape Partnership has been delivering a £1.4m HLF funded initiative – Saving Gower 
for All Its Worth – which has six clusters of activity: Rhossili, Archaeology, Interpretation, Penclawdd, 
Nature (Biodiversity) and Training. Projects have included the restoration of the ‘Gower-style’ 
stonewalls at The Vile, Rhossili and a photography project with ten groups of participants who 
experienced and recorded the unique heritage and landscape in different locations across the Gower. 
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WM1: Protect and improve river and ground water 
 
SUMMARY 

Collaboration between organisations is proving helpful in the efforts to tackle pollution 
sources and engage communities in protecting our water environment. 
 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Natural Resources Wales 
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water 
City and County of Swansea (Pollution Control) 
Swansea Environmental Forum (Clear Streams Swansea and Sustainable Swansea) 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Percentage of waterbodies at good 
ecological status (WFD) 

32% 35% 35% 32% 27% 30% 30% 

 
Natural Resources Wales assesses waterbodies, including rivers (assessed in sections), estuaries, 
coastal waters, groundwater and lakes, according to the Water Framework Directive (WFD). Previous 
reports were based on an analysis of 37 waterbodies in the City and County of Swansea but, following 
a review of the waterbodies and methodology, this was reduced to 19 in 2014 and amended to 20 
waterbodies in 2015. The last two year’s figures were calculated using this new system and previous 
years’ figures have been amended (though the percentages have remained the same). There has 
been a small improvement since 2013 due to improvements in the status of some river stretches but 
coastal waterbodies have slipped from good and moderate to moderate and poor. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

Although the SMART Coasts project has now finished, a jointly agreed programme of misconnection 
work is being delivered through collaboration between NRW, the City and County of Swansea and 
Welsh Water. Natural Resources Wales has continued to use drainage maps to track down and 
reduce sources of pollution entering the Tawe. 
 
Clear Streams Swansea project, an eighteen-month partnership between SEF and the Wildlife Trust 
which was funded by Welsh Water and NRW to help raise awareness of and improve water quality in 
the Swansea area, formally came to an end in December 2014 (though the Wildlife Trust’s project 
officer and some elements of the project continued into 2015). Two new officer posts had been 
created to deliver the project, which sought to engage local businesses, householders and 
communities; and influence the agendas, priorities and strategies of other organisations in Swansea. 
A programme of community events was organised by the project staff, who also attended festivals and 
other larger events to promote the water environment. 100 ponds and 140 water butts were also 
distributed to householders and community groups to help reduce surface water entering the sewer. 
The Clear Streams initiative continued to support awareness-raising and community engagement 
through the User and Accessibility Study (part of the Tawe Trial); the Digital Streams project, and 
through the Clear Streams website and social media presence. (See also EA3, EA2 and EA4). 
 
NRW has also continued to target industrial estates to reduce pollution into surface water drains and 
water courses. Sampling has been undertaken around the Fendrod Lake as part of a PhD thesis on 
water quality and land contamination in the Lower Swansea Valley. This is examining remediation 
techniques for dealing with historical pollution. 
 
NRW has also explored opportunities to remediate small minewater discharges through community 
and partnership projects and a report has been produced by Cardiff University on the Clyne 
catchment, though funding to proceed with its recommendations is yet to be identified. 
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WM2: Maintain and improve bathing and drinking water quality 
 
SUMMARY 

All designated bathing waters around Swansea and Gower meet the minimum 
requirement under new quality standards and most reach the excellent standard. 
Efforts to deal with sources of pollution are continuing and improvements are being to 
monitoring and reporting on water quality. 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Pollution Control) 
Natural Resources Wales 
Dwr Cymru – Welsh Water 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
Percentage of 
bathing waters at 
sufficient or above 
standard (WFD) 

87.5% 87.5% 87.5% 87.5% 87.5% 100% 100% 100% - 

Percentage of 
bathing waters at 
excellent standard 

87.5% 87.5% 87.5% 87.5% 87.5% 87.5% 75% 75% - 

Number of Blue 
Flags / Green 
Coast Awards in 
Swansea 

5 / 5 5 / 4 4 / 4 4 / 5 4 / 2 4 / 2 4 / 4 5 / 0 5 / 0 

- in Wales 48 / 
46 

42 / 
44 

45 / 
50 

41 / 
47 

43 / 
51 

38 / 
35 

34 / 
31 

42 / 
30 

47 / 
26 

 
The indicator ‘Percentage of bathing waters at guideline standard’ used in previous strategy reviews is 
no longer included as this has now been replaced by the new standards introduced under the Water 
Framework Directive. These measures only came into force in 2015 but NRW was already running 
models to produce results against the revised directive using rolling sets of four years of data so 
figures for previous years can be included. In 2014, six of the eight designated bathing waters reached 
excellent standard with Limeslade being measured as good and Swansea Bay as sufficient standard. 
In 2015, Limeslade and Swansea Bay were both assessed as good with the other six excellent. 
 
In both 2015 and 2016, there were five Blue Flags in the City and County of Swansea – Bracelet Bay, 
Caswell Bay, Langland and Port Eynon beaches plus Swansea Marina. In 2014 – Green Coast 
Awards were gained for Limeslade, Torbay, Mewslade and Rhossili (up from just two awards in 2012 
and 2013). However, the local authority didn’t submit applications for any Green Coast Awards for 
2015 or 2016. 
 
In 2015, Wales had 41 Blue Flag beaches, one Blue Flag marina and 30 Green Coast Awards. In 
2016, this increased to 44 Blue Flag beaches, 3 Blue Flag marinas and 26 Green Coast Awards. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

The Smart Coasts project, which was completed in spring 2013, developed a modelling system for 
bathing waters in Swansea Bay. The local authority ran the bathing water quality prediction model and 
displayed information throughout the 2014 and 2015 seasons, and has started to do so for the 2016 
season. It is critical to predict and display the information to the public in order to protect public health 
and to discount to maintain the classification. A validation study on the prediction model was carried 
out in 2014 but any further re-calibration of the model will take place post tidal lagoon construction. 
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A double-sided electronic sign has now been procured and is due to be installed by the end of 2016. 
This will be positioned by the slip bridge and is expected to give automatic hourly updates. 
 
The misconnections project has continued with the work in the Clyne catchment being completed and 
outside contractors now undertaking some structural work on the drainage systems in that area. The 
misconnections team have also been working in Morriston and SA1 but may return to the Clyne 
catchment for further testing once the structural work is done. 
 
Welsh Water has been undertaking an asset management programme for sewage system 
improvements in the Swansea area to help improve bathing water quality. A lot of progress has been 
made with upgrading sewage overflows in places such as Sketty and Mumbles, and upgrading 
treatment works such as Gowerton. Welsh Water has also installed event duration monitoring data 
collection equipment. 
 
The local authority carried out initial risk assessments on all the shared private water supplies by 
February 2015 and notices were served on all the necessary higher risk supplies to carry out all the 
necessary improvements. 
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WM3: Restrict development on flood plains, reduce flood risk and 
improve flood awareness 
SUMMARY 

The number of properties at high risk of flooding has reduced whilst the percentage of 
at risk properties on flood warning service has increased and flood risk management 
plans are in place. 

GREEN 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Natural Resources Wales 
City and County of Swansea (Planning / Resilience) 
South Wales Local Resilience Forum 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2005 2007 2010 2012 2014 2016 
Number of properties at high risk of flooding 4,429 - 4,589 4,216 4,249 3,662 
Percentage of properties at risk from flooding 4.1% - 4.1% 3.7% 3.8% 3.2% 
Percentage of at risk properties on flood warning 
service 

- 8% 56% 67% 81% 88% 

 
The data collected suggests that the number of properties in Flood Zone 2 (with a 1,000 to 1 chance 
of flooding in any year) within Swansea has significantly reduced and the percentage of at risk 
properties in Swansea on the flood warning system has continued to increase. This information was 
provided by NRW using the latest property dataset available to them (which was last derived in 2012) 
and the latest flood map information, as well as the latest flood warning information. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

Following the completion of the £7 million scheme in the Lower Swansea Valley, providing protection 
to business/residential properties from flood risk from the river Tawe, Swansea Council produced a 
flood management and evacuation protocol plan for the businesses situated on Swansea Vale, which 
was completed November 2014. 
 
A Flood Risk Management Plan (FRMP) for Swansea was published on the council’s website in 2015 
and met the deadline for submission to Europe by March 2016. 
 
The South Wales Local Resilience Forum (SWLRF) completed and collated critical infrastructure data 
to assist with the response to flood and other emergency incidents. The SWLRF also prepared and 
published a new Community Risk Register which helps prioritise a multi-agency work programme for 
emergency planning across the area and provides a means of informing the public of the types of risks 
that may occur so that they are better prepared in their homes, communities and businesses. This 
document includes chapters on flooding and other impacts of climate change. 
 
 
 

WM4: Restore contaminated land ensuring minimum risks to the 
environment and public health 
 
As no indicators or actions relating to this priority have been identified for the period 2014-16, it does 
not seem appropriate to make an assessment of progress. 
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WM5: Reduce waste going to landfill and increase reuse, 
recycling and composting 

SUMMARY 

Recycling and composting in Swansea continue to increase, driven by targeted 
promotion and improvements to services. Waste going to landfill continues to fall but at 
a slower rate and the number of fly tipping incidents in Swansea has increased. 

GREEN 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Waste Management) 
Natural Resources Wales 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 
Average household 
waste arising / 
municipal waste 
arisings (kg per 
person) 

470kg / 
551kg 

438kg / 
516kg 

402kg / 
472kg 

397kg / 
461kg 

393kg / 
488kg 

357kg / 
375kg 

364kg / 
378kg 

Percentage of 
municipal waste 
recycled, reused or 
composted 

35% 
(22% rec, 
13% com) 

40% 
(26% rec, 
14% com) 

45% 
(29% rec, 
16% com) 

48% 
(31% rec, 
17% com) 

53% 
(35% rec, 
17% com) 

57% 
(39% rec, 
18% com) 

60% 
(41% rec, 
19% com) 

Percentage of waste 
at civic amenity 
sites that is 
recycled or 
composted 

58% 59% 54% 56% 61% 65%  61% 

Percentage 
commercial waste 
recycled, reused or 
composted (CCS) 

19% 17% 20% 28% 32% (32%) (34%) 

Amount of material 
reused 

566 
tonnes 

447 
tonnes 

246 
tonnes 

197 
tonnes 

327 
tonnes 

306 
tonnes 

326 
tonnes 

Percentage of LAS 
allowance used 

67% 78% 73% 83% 85% 76%  80%  

Number of fly 
tipping incidents 
(Wales) 

4,042 
(48,179) 

2,902 
(41,750) 

2,003 
(36,411) 

2,705 
(34,876) 

2,702 
(32,934) 

4,415 
(31,713) 

- 

 
Municipal recycling and composting rates have continued to increase, in line with improvements 
across Wales. Kerbside collection recycling and composting rates have now reached 60%. Recycling 
rates from waste collected at amenity sites has fluctuated but is also above the 60% mark. 
 
Whilst recycling rates for the Council’s commercial waste collections continue to rise, they remain well 
behind the figures for household collections and at amenity sites. The figures for 2014/15 and 2015/16 
are estimates. 
 
The total waste arisings in Swansea over the last two years is lower than in previous years and the 
Council has kept further within the Landfill Allowance Scheme (LAS) limit. 
 
The number of fly tipping incidents in Swansea rose significantly in 2014/15 whilst the total across 
Wales continued to fall. The proportion of incidents in Swansea fell to 7% of the Wales total in 2010/11 
but rose to 14% in 2014/15 – similar to the proportion in 2006/7 when the total number of incidents in 
Swansea was very high. The figures for 2015/16 had not been published in time for this report. 
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ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

The local authority has continued to promote waste reduction, reuse and greater recycling participation 
through participation surveys, road shows, door-knocking, social media and extensive advertising. 
They are trialling reusable bags for kerbside collection of plastic in a number of areas in Swansea and 
are expecting to roll this out across the county once the preferred style of receptacle has been agreed. 
The Council introduced a ‘keep it to 3’ campaign for residual waste (black bags) and only collect three 
bags from households. A sticker is placed on 4 or more bags informing householders about the policy. 
They have been considered a further reduction e.g. with a ‘keep it to 2’ campaign and also considered 
a move to weekly kerbside collection of recyclable materials but neither of these changes has yet been 
agreed.  
 
An ORS survey, commissioned by Swansea Council and conducted in 2015/16, found a 79% 
satisfaction rate for Council refuse and recycling services (40% very satisfied and 39% fairly satisfied). 
An earlier Swansea Voices Survey (2014) showed high resident satisfaction rates for the refuse 
collection service (82%) and the provision of civic amenity sites (74%) and recycling centres (63%). 
 
There has been an increase in trade waste that is recycled and a ban on food waste in black bags in 
Council’s commercial waste service has been introduced. The Council is looking at restructuring the 
charging for commercial waste collection based on weight rather than volume in order to encourage 
greater recycling. 
 
From April 2016, waste disposal costs for parks and cleansing activity have been transferred to those 
service budgets in order to incentivise recycling and waste reduction. 
 
For developments at the recycling centres see WM6 below. 
 
Swansea University now has in place a zero waste to landfill total waste contract and managed to 
increase their recycling figures to 42% in 2014 and 55% in 2015. 
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Recycling and composting rates in Swansea
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WM6: Provide and develop suitable sites and sustainable 
technologies for dealing with waste 

SUMMARY 

Improvements continue to be made at the Baling Plant and the Household Recycling 
Centres. Plans are still progressing towards regional facilities to deal with food waste 
and residual waste.  

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Waste Management) 
Regional Sustainable Waste Management Project Board 
Natural Resources Wales 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

No indicators have been agreed for this priority. 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

An additional hand sorting facility has been introduced at the Baling Plant and proposals for a 
complete rebranding of Household Waste Recycling Centres is about to be considered by the Council 
Cabinet. The 3 bag limit for residual waste collected at kerbside has resulted in more residual waste 
going to the recycling centres so there is now a proposal to remove residual waste skips from up to 
four of the five recycling centres. This will be introduced at one site at a time and will be accompanied 
with extensive leafleting and interaction with users before the skip is removed. The Council has also 
trialled black bag splitting and separation at the recycling centres and this will be expanded as part of 
the programme to remove residual waste skips. 
 
The reuse shop at the Baling Plant has continued to be successful and there are plans for this to be 
expanded and rearranged. 
 
From the start of 2016, a small proportion of residual waste created in Swansea has been sent to an 
energy from waste plant. 
 
Whilst the local authority has retained ownership of the Tir John Landfill site, operations were 
transferred to a commercial organisation, Cory, in 2014/15. 
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ST1: Promote more sustainable forms of travel and transport 
 

SUMMARY 

Cycling in Swansea appears to be increasing but there is insufficient data to suggest 
an increase in the use of public transport or a reduction in car use. Patronage of park 
and ride facilities in Swansea has continued to fall.  

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Transportation, Highways) 
Sustrans 
Wheelrights 
Bikability Wales 
BayTrans (Swansea Bay Sustainable Travel and Tourism Partnership)  

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 
Modal split 
City Centre 
User 
Survey 

car / p&r 56% 55% 57% 53% 49% 52% 54% 53% 
bus / 
train 

24% 28% 27% 27% 30% 27% 24% 26% 

foot / 
cycle 

17% 16% 14% 18% 20% 19% 19% 19% 

Modal split 
SWWITCH 
Household 
Travel 
Survey 
(South West 
Wales 
region) 

car - 68% 
(71%) 

- - - 73% 
(63%) 

- 71% 
(76%) 

bus / 
train 
 

- 11% 
(10%) 

- - - 7% 
(9%) 

- 8% 
(7%) 

foot / 
cycle 

- 19% 
(17%) 

- - - 18% 
(27%) 

- 20% 
(16%) 

 
 

 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2012 
Main transport for 
shopping (SVS): 
 

- car / van 69% 74% 77% 78% 66% 78% 
- bus / train 11% 20% 13% 10% 19% 25% 
- walking / bicycle 6% 14% 8% 8% 8% 20% 
- park and ride - - - - 4% 3% 
- other 14% 4% 2% 4% 3% 3% 

Main transport for 
leisure (SVS): 
 

- car / van 66% 63% 67% 67% 58% 83% 
- bus / train 11% 17% 13% 11% 19% 30% 
- walking / bicycle 11% 20% 16% 19% 10% 30% 
- park and ride - - - - 1% 2% 
- other 12% 5% 4% 3% 12% 4% 

Main transport for 
work (SVS): 
 

- car / van 69% 49% 61% 64% 43% 61% 
- bus / train 11% 7% 9% 6% 13% 14% 
- walking / bicycle 11% 9% 8% 11% 7% 14% 
- park and ride - - - - 0% 0% 
- other 9% 36% 21% 18% 37% 23% 

 
 

  2006 2007 2009 2013 2014 

Number of 
cyclists using 
National Cycle 
Network 

Blackpill Lido 228,000 142,000 -  197,744 

Clydach 
Connect2 

  6,000 31,610  
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  2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Cycle 
route 
counte
r data  

Blackpil
l Lido 

154,00
0 

176,00
0 

184,00
0 

185,00
0 

177,00
0 

203,00
0 

216,00
0 

208,00
0 

Civic 
Centre 

138,00
0 

160,00
0 

174,00
0 

184,00
0 

191,00
0 

209,00
0 

238,00
0 

201,00
0 

Tawe 
Bridges 

45,000 38,000 49,000 61,000 63,000 58,000 65,156 61,152 

 

Use of 
park & 
ride 
facilitie
s 

2007/8 2008/9 2009/1
0 

2010/1
1 

2011/1
2 

2012/1
3 

2013/1
4 

2014/1
5 

2015/1
6 

314,61
2 

329,08
4 

320,22
2 

301,62
1 

303,52
3 

277,17
8 

265,69
9 

238,02
8 

222,61
3 

 
Data on modal split was previously collected through the City Centre User Survey and the SWWITCH 
Household Travel Survey but neither has been conducted since 2012/13 and so no further figures are 
available. Similarly, no Swansea Voices surveys have addressed transport use for shopping, leisure 
and work since the 2012 survey. Data from surveys undertaken by Sustrans on the National Cycle 
Network at Blackpill and Clydach has also been a key indicator in previous strategy reviews but the 
organisation has not undertaken any surveys of routes in Swansea since 2014. 
 
Council cycle counters are in place in several locations on cycle paths across Swansea. Data from 
four key locations was previously included in strategy reviews but the Blackpill North counter was 
malfunctioning in recent years so has now been excluded. This counter at Blackpill Lido also suffered 
a failure in June and July 2015 – the period of busiest usage – so the figure for that year is likely to be 
lower than the actual flow. The data generally suggests an upward trend in cycling with fluctuations 
due to weather and other issues. 
 
Patronage of the park and ride facilities in Swansea has continued to fall in the last two years with the 
total in 2015/16 dropping to its lowest level since 2004/5. The park & ride facility in Fforestfach closed 
at the end of May 2016 as a cost saving measure. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

Wheelrights continued to provide adult cycle training sessions in 2014 but in 2015 they decided to stop 
that particular activity and donated several bikes to Bikeability to support their delivery of cycling 
training sessions to a wider range of participants. The annual Gower Cycling Festival, organised by 
Wheelrights, has continued (see NE4).  
 
Proposals for a cycle centre in Swansea have been discussed by several cycling organisations but not 
yet developed into plans. In 2016, Wheelrights initiated a Swansea Bay Cycle Forum to bring together 
cycling organisations from across the region to share information and work together. 
 
Increased use of active travel both to and from work, and during the working day, was promoted 
through the Live Well, Work Well project at Singleton Hospital and Swansea University. A one month 
Online Active Travel Challenge with Swansea University involved over 600 people registering and 
nearly 9,000 journeys logged. An online Active Travel Challenge for four health boards resulted in a 
total of 122 individuals registered and 71 (58%) of the participants logging journeys on the website. A 
total of 1,474 active or sustainable journeys were made during this Challenge, covering a total 
distance of 9,682 miles. 
 
Sustrans worked with Wheelrights to identify a series of route improvements and a new alignment in 
Swansea East to connect to Route 43 and worked with 4 primary schools in Swansea to raise 
awareness of Active Travel and encourage participation, leading to at least two of these investigating 
options for increased or new cycle parking facilities. However, actions related to the Clydach 
Feasibility Study for improved linkages with Ynystawe and Pontardawe was placed on hold due to 
proposals by the Council to sell the land that had been identified for the scheme. 
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Plans for a cycle route along Stafford Common to link Gowerton, Kingsbridge and Gorseinon have 
been developed but negotiations with landowners are continuing. 
 

A Safe Routes in Communities project was delivered 2014/15 the Townhill Communities First area and 
involved extensive introduction of a 20mph speed limit not only near the schools but also in the 
surrounding residential areas. In 2015/16, the project focused on Llansamlet South with the 
introduction 20mph limits outside schools, improvements for pedestrians e.g. with dropped curbs, and 
additional puffin crossings and new footways. 20mph restrictions have been introduced near schools 
across the county and a new puffin crossing has also been installed in Grovesend. Funding has now 
been secured for Safe Routes work in 2016/17 in the Sketty area. A new Sustrans Schools Officer has 
been appointed, partly based with the Council, to liaise with schools on their travel needs  
 

Bikability Wales were unsuccessful in their funding applications to engage more girls and women in 
cycling through training and social rides and to provide more cycle training opportunities for targeted 
communities e.g. Communities 1st and ethnic minority groups. However, they have been successful in 
a variety of other ways in the last two years with over 6,000 visits to their Dunvant each year and 
attendance at many events. They also taught complete beginners to ride bicycles, ranging in age from 
7 year to 65 years (83 people in 2014/15 and 86 in 2015/16). Bikeability also developed cycle skills 
sessions for new riders with 105 children attending these in 2014/15 and a further 116 in 2015/16. 
They continue to deliver National Cycle Standard Training Levels 1 and 2 (53 children in 2014/15 and 
60 children in 2015/16). In the past year, they have also delivered Safe Urban Driving training 
sessions to 120 lorry drivers about cycling on roads. 
 

A high frequency and accessible bus service to the new Swansea University campus has been 
developed along with a new cycle route to new Swansea University campus with improvements to the 
existing route along Fabian Way. Gower College Swansea installed new cycle store facilities for staff 
and student, along with shower and changing facilities, at Gorseinon campus. 
 

New wayfinding for the city centre has been installed (see ST2) and work has started on a city centre 
cycle network with off-road, traffic-free routes across city centre. 
 

Baytrans – the Swansea Bay Sustainable Travel and Tourism Partnership – has continued to support 
the promotion of transport into the rural areas of Gower and Mawr associated with walking in particular 
and countryside access in general. The partnership have capitalised on the designation of 2016 as the 
Wales Year of Adventure by producing a leaflet to promote access to Gower by bus, which highlights 
walking the coast path as a significant Gower adventure and that using the bus to access the path is 
the best way. However, a major reduction in bus services to Felindre and beyond has made it an 
unviable option for the major part of Mawr, though they do intend to promote walks from Pontlliw and 
Pontarddulais; and Craig Cefn Parc, where good bus services remain. 
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ST2: Improve access to services, workplaces and community 
facilities 

SUMMARY 

Wayfinding in the city centre has been improved but no new surveys have been 
undertaken to assess ease of access to facilities and services within Swansea. 
 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Transportation, Highways, Road Safety) 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 
City Centre User Survey 
(very or fairly easy to 
access) 

89% 93% 95% 95% 96% 94% 96% 

 

Ease of getting to facilities and services 
(SVS – very or fairly easy) 

2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2012 

- local shopping facilities 93% 95% 94% 92% 94% 96% 
- city centre shopping facilities 87% 88% 82% 82% 85% 89% 
- GP 89% 93% 92% 91% 91% 93% 
- parks and open spaces 92% 92% 89% 90% 92% 90% 
- public transport (bus stop / train station) 88% 90% 88% 88% 92% 90% 
- recycling facilities 63% 72% 66% 68% 71% 76% 
- civic amenity site 62% 68% 63% 67% 66% 75% 
- sport / leisure centre 77% 68% 66% 72% 82% 84% 
- Civic Centre / Guildhall / council offices 75% 78% 76% 78% 77% 85% 
- local library 88% 86% 84% 88% 72% 89% 
- cultural facilities (cinema / theatre) 79% 83% 80% 78% 77% 84% 
- local hospital 71% 78% 74% 78% 75% 82% 
- pharmacy or chemist 94% 96% 96% 96% 95% 97% 
- place of work  62% 72% 64% 71% 71% 69% 

 
The indicators associated with travel plan awards and frequency of public transport services had 
previously been provided by SWWITCH (the regional travel partnership which was disbanded in 2014) 
so were not available for this review. The City Centre User Survey has not been undertaken since 
2012/13 so no further data was available from that source and no Swansea Voices surveys have been 
conducted on accessibility to facilities and services since the 2012 survey. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

Work has begun on the Morfa Distributer Road, designed to open up land for development, provide 
walking and cycling routes and an artillery route between the city centre and the River Tawe near the 
Liberty Stadium and is due to be completed by March 2017. 
 
The Council prepared a wayfinding strategy (completed in January 2014) to inform investment in new 
directional fingerposts and a wayfinding map (English and Welsh) at six key locations around the city. 
They also produced a fold out bilingual map, for Spring 2015, based on the new Swansea map design. 
These were funded via the Waterfront City Programme (ERDF) which also enabled the erection of 
new directional signs throughout the city. These may have to be amended following the closure of 
toilets and the TIC. 
 
Swansea University has formally adopted a sustainable travel plan for both campuses with an ongoing 
high level plan and numerous travel projects that fall within it. They have also committed to 
undertaking a full staff and student travel survey every two years. The university gained the Welsh 
Government Travel Plan Award at Gold Level for their best practice examples.  
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ST3: Improve air quality and reduce air pollution 
 

SUMMARY 

Air quality in Swansea is still a concern and as inner city dwellings and café type 
environments increase then the number of people exposed to poor air quality may also 
increase unless traffic can be reduced or diverted. 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Pollution Control) 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Number of days when air 
pollution is moderate or 
higher 

138 58 142 126 108 59 50 89 51 29 

Number of roadside NO2 
monitoring sites 
exceeding annual mean 
limit 

- 17 23 28 57 35 38 22 23 23 

Number of roadside NO2 
monitoring sites close to 
exceeding annual mean 
limit 

- 10 14 10 26 20 10 11 14 14 

Number of PM2.5 
monitoring sites 
exceeding annual mean 
limit 

- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of PM2.5 
monitoring sites close to 
exceeding annual mean 
limit 

- - - - - 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of PM10 
monitoring sites 
exceeding annual mean 
limit 

- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of 
PM10 
exceedences 
of 24-hour 
mean limit  

- Swansea 
AURN 

- 7 6 4 0 5 4 2 2 2 

- Morriston - 10 12 6 1 9 0 0 1 - 

 
There were fewer days in the last two years when air pollution was recorded as moderate or higher 
and the data does suggest that there have been fewer exceedences of NO2 limits in the last few years 
than in those preceding. However, it should be noted that air pollution figures are highly dependent on 
weather conditions. 
 
The performance of the Filter Dynamics Measurement System (FDMS) for measuring PM10 at the 
Morriston station was so poor during 2015 that virtually all of the data was rejected and so no figure 
has been included in the table for this. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

The Air Quality Improvement Task Group did not meet in 2014 or 2015. 
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Six roadside signs, which will work with the Nowcaster system and manage traffic in response to air 
quality issues, are now fully operational and are used to deploy routine messages of events or known 
issues. However, Nowcaster has been further delayed due to ongoing issues to rewrite the software 
code to permit operation within the Windows 2012 R2 operating system. It is hoped that this will be 
fully functioning by September 2016. 
 

A real-time chemiluminescent analyser was installed at Station Court, High Street in June 2014. 
Installation of an analyser on Morfa Road has been specified within a Section 106 planning agreement 
and will be provided as that development progresses. 
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ST4: Improve air quality monitoring and reporting mechanisms 
 

SUMMARY 

The level of air quality monitoring and reporting in Swansea remains high but could be 
better used to inform policies and actions. 
 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

City and County of Swansea (Pollution Control) 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Number 
of NO2 
monitorin
g 
locations 

71 134 137 274 211 245 246 179 221 

Number 
of hits on 
Swansea 
Air 
Quality 
website 

168,53
8 

202,66
8 

211,79
1 

186,34
3 

202,54
5 

273,90
6 

311,05
9 

371,87
1 

390,16
6 

 
The number of active NO2 monitoring sites was reduced in 2014 but were increased again in 2015, 
particularly in the city centre in preparation for an increase in people living there. 
 
The number of hits on the Swansea Air Quality website has continued to increase and has almost 
doubled over the last seven years. 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

Due to the ongoing issues with the FDMS (Filter Dynamics Measurement System) the Council’s 
Pollution Control Team removed the instrumentation towards the end of 2015 and replaced it with a 
MetOne BAM1020 PM2.5 and data capture has improved tremendously (now for PM2.5 and not 
PM10). Within Swansea there are now two permanent MetOne BAM1020 PM2.5 site – the Swansea 
AURN and in Morriston. There are still 6 PM10 monitoring stations – one at the Swansea AURN is to 
the EU Referenced gravimetric method and the others are used as “screening” at Westway, 
Fforestfach, Sketty, Port Tenant and Uplands. 
 
The Council now has an Emergency Trailer with installation of a MetOne BAM1020 PM2.5 and also an 
EBam PM10 along with real-time NOx, SO2 and CO measurements. This trailer is not reported as part 
of LAQM as it could be moved and therefore have large data breaks. 
 
A real-time chemiluminescent analyser was installed at Station Court, High Street in June 2014. 
Installation of an analyser on Morfa Road has been specified within a Section 106 planning agreement 
and will be provided as that development progresses 
 
Delays in activating the Nowcaster system have continued but six roadside signs are now fully 
operational (see ST3). A mechanism for alerting media of poor air quality will be developed as part of 
the Nowcaster system. 
 
The use of an alert system by local GPs to warn patients of poor air quality has been put on hold in 
light of the NPT Air Aware experience which resulted in patients who had received a text alert of poor 
air quality presenting themselves at A&E. 
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EA1: Encourage and support good practice in ESDGC in local 
education establishments 

SUMMARY 

Many Swansea schools continue to make progress with sustainability schemes and 
make use of local environmental education resources. Local universities are setting 
high standards for the delivery of good practice in sustainability. 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Swansea Environmental Education Forum 
Keep Wales Tidy (Eco-Schools) 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2007 2009 2011 2013 2016 

Percentage of schools with Eco-
School Green Flag 

23% 38% 51% 58% 53% 

Percentage of 
schools at other Eco-
School levels 

 

- registered 92% 98% 100% 100% 95% 

- bronze 47% 70% 93% - 82% 

- silver 35% 55% 79% - 82% 

- platinum - 1% 7% 10% 21% 
 

 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 
Percentage of schools in 
Swansea Sustainable Schools 
Scheme 

8% 17% 23% 24% 28% - 33% 

Number of 
awards at each 
level of Swansea 
Sustainable 
Schools Scheme 

- bronze 7 15 21 22 23 26 29 

- bronze+ - - 1 1 1 3 3 

- silver 2 3 5 5 5 7 8 

- gold - - 1 1 1 1 1 

 

 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

Number of 
supported 
schools visits 
to key sites 
and facilities 
(number of 
pupils) 

130 
(3,278) 

143 
(3,523) 

159 
(4,561) 

182 
(4,966) 

197 
(4,286) 

185 
(5,718) 

118 
(4,057) 

191 
(6,020) 

161 
(5,052) 

 

 2005/6 2006/7 2007-09 2009-10 2010-12 2012-14 2014-16 

Number of times Green Boxes 
loaned out 

33 29 - 18 17 47 23 

 
The number of Swansea schools progressing with the Eco-School scheme appears to have reduced a 
little in the past two years but this may be partly due to some school mergers and new schools being 
formed. In July 2016, 56 schools had gained the International Green Flags and of these 22 had 
achieved Platinum status (4 consecutive Green Flags over 8+ years) – more than double the number 
in 2013. 
 
The number of schools participating in the Swansea Sustainable Schools Scheme has increased to 33 
achieving a total of 41 awards (29 bronze, 3 bronze+, 8 silver and 1 gold). The gold award winning 
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school also renewed this in 2015/16. The number of additional award applications has increased a 
little in the past two years (three each year) compared to the previous two years (just one each year). 
 
Data for schools visits is collected from The Environment Centre, Swansea Community Farm, Bishop’s 
Wood Countryside Centre and the WWT Llanelli. (Previous reviews also included data from Forest 
School SNPT but this was not available for the past two years so the figures for previous years were 
adjusted to exclude Forest School data)). Whilst there are many other providers of environmental 
education to Swansea schools, this does provide some insight into the changes relating to this 
provision and the take up by schools. It should be noted that over the past decade there has clearly 
been a increase in the number and range of environmental education providers and wider projects that 
include an element of school activity. 
 
The total number of sessions has increased in the last two years after reaching a low point in 2012/13. 
The number of Swansea school visits to WWT Llanelli and Bishop’s Wood Countryside Centre picked 
up considerably after falling in 2011/12 and slumping in 2012/13. Conversely, the Environment Centre 
numbers hit an all-time high in 2011/12 before dropping in 2012/13 and falling even further in the last 
two years. 
 
Swansea Community Farm has seen lower pupil numbers since 2012, reflecting a move towards 
secondary/college programmes involving smaller group sizes. In April 2015, the Farm’s Education 
Officer was made redundant because primary school visits had dropped off massively since a 2010/11 
peak, owing mainly to cuts in school budgets. More recently, the LEA subsidy through the 4-19 
Network service ended and secondary schools and colleges were unable to meet the full costs of 
course delivery for the Farm’s accredited training programmes so these have also reduced. 
 
The Green Boxes are a collection of thematic resources, established by SEEF and loaned to schools 
via the ELRS (Education, Learning and Resource Service) in Port Talbot. It was reported that there 
were 23 loans of the boxes in the last two years. This is a drop from previous periods. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

SEEF continued to promote and support use of the Swansea Sustainable Schools Scheme by local 
schools and organised a celebration event in spring 2015 which involved 5 schools with 90 pupils and 
teachers. With a drop in award applications, the 2016 celebration event was cancelled. The secondary 
schools teachers network continued with meetings in November 2014 and July 2015 and ADDs events 
for primary school teachers took place in June and December 2014, both on Literacy and Numeracy in 
the Outdoors, and a session on Fair Trade in March 2015. SEEF continues to facilitate communicate 
between schools and ESDGC providers through email, its website and ‘Green Envelopes’, which are 
sent to schools each September and Easter. Insets for teachers were organised in March 2015 on 
Gardening (15 attendees), in April 2015 on Wildlife Gardening (3 attendees) and in March on Science 
in the Outdoors (8 attendees). 
 
Swansea University achieved Level 5 of the Sustainable Procurement Assessment Framework 
(SPAF) in additional areas but, as the SPAF is now obsolete, they now plan to use the Welsh 
Government’s Procurement Health Check system each year from 2016. They also achieved the 
Bronze Corporate Heath Standard from Public Health Wales. 
 
UWTSD have sought to embed faculty sustainability plans throughout the academic and support 
structures of the university and have uploaded case studies on faculties and support units to the 
university website. The university won 3 green gown awards from the EAUC in 2015 – best newcomer, 
UK leader and UK lead academic. They have completed curriculum audits and sustainability 
components are now contained within every course. New validation gateway arrangements are 
underway and they are looking to create new modules to offer students in 2016. The university has 
won a number of external tenders relating to sustainability and are currently developing a tool to 
support cross sector organisations deliver the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act. 
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EA2: Actively promote sustainable living 
 

SUMMARY 

The number and range of activities, events, groups and information sources in 
Swansea that support and promote environmental understanding and sustainable living 
continue to increase and improve. 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Swansea Environmental Forum 
Sustainable Swansea Initiative 
The Environment Centre 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016 
Number of 
hits on 
Sustainable 
Swansea 
website 

13,97
5 

28,46
7 

- 25,90
3 

- - - - 57,40
0 

15,90
0 

Number of 
hits on 
Environme
nt Centre 
website 

11,15
0 

15,01
5 

30,41
9 

36,01
7 

35,87
5 

37,57
2 

42,59
5 

61,37
4 

70,86
3 

10,65
6 

 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
Number of 
events listed in 
annual 
environmental 
events leaflet 

282 292 288 331 316 428 434 410 244 220 235 

 
The total number of hits on the Environment Centre website for 2016 is calculated from two-month’s 
data and appears to be significantly lower than recent years. This may well be due to the use of 
different statistical analysis or human error in previous years rather than a huge drop in visitors. 
However, hits on the Sustainable Swansea website have also dropped significantly – the latest figure 
was derived from a 30-day period (June-July 2016) when the site had 1,325 unique visitors (hits) with 
4,279 page views, which is a notable drop from 4,784 hits and 5,338 page views during the same 
period in 2014. 
 
Another possible reason for these drops is the increasing use of social media by organisations and the 
public. For example, in July 2016, the Environment Centre Facebook page had received 860 page 
likes (up from 320 at the end of 2013). Social media activity may prove to be a better indicator in the 
future. 
 
After publishing two editions of the Environmental Events Swansea leaflet in both 2012 and 2013, the 
Council’s Nature Conservation Team went back to just one edition per year for 2014, 2015 and 2016. 
The 2014 edition was limited to the period April to September but featured over 250 events (when 
local markets were included). The 2015 edition covered the period May to December and included 
over 200 events. The 2016 edition listed just close to 250 events from March to December. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

In the last two years, the Environment Centre continued to organise a variety of environmentally-
themed activities and workshops for the public, INSETs for teachers and education sessions for 
schools. The annual Green Fayre, organised by the Environment Centre and held at the National 
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Waterfront Museum, continued to prove very popular with sellers and the public. In 2015, the number 
of different stalls rose to 68 (65 in 2013) and the estimated number of visitors rose to almost 4,300 
(approx. 3,000 in 2012).  
 
As part of the Clear Stream Swansea project, the Wildlife Trust delivered a programme of 40 
community events from September 2013 to November 2014. Most of these involved a walk along a 
waterbody preceded by a short talk about the waterbody and related issues. A further Digital Streams 
programme was run by Sustainable Swansea in 2015, in collaboration with NRW, as part of Clear 
Streams Swansea, and a resulting photographic exhibition held at the Environment Centre. 
 
The Sustainable Swansea Initiative completed and published community green maps for the 
St.Thomas and Port Tennant area (2013/14) and for the Penderry area (2014/15). The proposal to 
redo the community green map for Townhill in 2015/16 was switched to the city centre instead 
(published spring 2016). 
 
The Trailblazers holiday project, organised by Sustainable Swansea, didn’t run in 2013 or 2014 but 
funding was secured from the Gower Society and the Community Foundation in Wales for a short 
programme during February half term 2015. 
 
Down to Earth has constructed a new sustainability training centre at the Little Bryn Gwyn site which 
has already supported 250 visitors on open days and 50 ‘hard to reach’ participants on accredited 
training programmes. A further 120 ‘hard to reach’ participants have also been supported each year at 
their Murton site and training days have been provided at the two sites for 150 participants each year. 
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EA3: Promote active citizenship and increased participation in 
decision-making processes 
SUMMARY 

The opportunities for volunteering and participating in the management of local assets 
is growing along with the number and range of groups, projects and partnerships 
involved in environmental activity in Swansea. 

GREEN 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Sustainable Swansea Initiative 
Swansea Environmental Forum 
The Environment Centre 
Swansea Council for Voluntary Service 
Swansea Community Growing Network 
Clear Streams Swansea 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Number of 
volunteers / 
vol. hours in 
environmental 
projects 
(National Trust, 
Swansea 
Community Farm) 

638 / 
21,456 

434 / 
20,602 

484 / 
20,317 

522 / 
17,911 

428 / 
19,061 

712 / 
21,425 

1,043 / 
21,366 

960 / 
22,738 

695 / 
21,000 

 
In previous reports, the indicator included volunteering data from BTCV but with the closure of BTCV 
operations in Swansea, it has not been possible to include figures for the last four years so all 
previous entries were adjusted to include only data from Swansea Community Farm and the National 
Trust in Gower. There are many other organisations that support volunteering in environmental 
projects in Swansea but whilst these figures represent only a small proportion of the full picture, they 
do point to changes within the sector. 
 
The National Trust had a significant increase in both the number of volunteers and the total volunteer 
hours in 2013 and this continued into 2014 but dropped back in 2015. The exact figure for the number 
of National Trust volunteers in 2014 was not available so an estimate was provided. 
 
The volunteer programme at Swansea Community Farm continues to be very successful and exceeds 
their Big Lottery Fund outcome targets. The 48 ‘core’ volunteers at the Farm contributed 7,520 hours 
(80% of all the hours worked) at an average of 157 hours each – exceeding the volunteer average of 
38 hours. 
 
Whilst the combined number of volunteers in 2015 has fallen from a peak in 2013, it is still higher than 
in any year recorded before 2011. Despite this drop, the number of volunteers has remained relatively 
consistent over the past nine years. This perhaps suggests that whilst the number of volunteers varies, 
the amount of volunteer work (and therefore volunteer hours) has been similar and when there are 
less volunteers, those remaining make up for this by doing more hours. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

Swansea Environmental Forum has continued to develop both its strategic role and project work. The 
SEF Executive Committee continues to meet on a regular basis and has maintained representation on 
the Local Services Board and its subgroups. This included coordinating task groups and workshops to 
identify priorities and develop a driver diagram for Outcome F of the One Swansea Plan (People have 
a good place to live and work). SEF also took on the role of championing and monitoring progress with 
Theme 4 (community resilience) of the latest phase of the Swansea Healthy City programme and has 
established a new Healthy Urban Environment (HUE) Working Group. 
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SEF has continued to organise open ‘full-forum’ seminars on various themes, continues to administer 
the Swansea Built Heritage Group, manage the Sustainable Swansea initiative and the Community 
Green Spaces project, coordinate the Low Carbon Swansea Project and maintain Clear Streams 
Swansea. The Low Carbon Swansea officer post ended in July 2014 and the Clear Streams 
Coordinator post ended in December 2014, leaving SEF with just three part-time officers. 
 
The Community Green Spaces project, managed by SEF as part of the Community Voices initiative 
run by Swansea CVS, seeks to support local communities have a greater say in the way green spaces 
are managed or developed. The project officer, based at the Environment Centre, has worked with 
several projects, has supported ‘Friends of’ groups and is developing a community toolkit. 
 
In the Summer 2014, Clear Streams secured a £6,200 grant from the Welsh Government Tidy Towns 
scheme to create a River Rangers Network for the River Tawe (downstream from the M4). The 
scheme involved recruiting local people to become rangers for an allocated stretch of the Tawe. 
Volunteers were trained by qualified professionals in the identification of key wildlife species, invasive 
waterway plants, pollution recognition and reporting. 
 
The network of ‘Friends of’ groups involved with parks and other green spaces across Swansea has 
increased significantly with around thirty constituted ‘friends of parks’ groups supported by the Council 
and about seventeen other associated projects and groups. In 2015, the Swansea Friends Forum was 
created bringing together volunteer groups and holding quarterly meetings to exchange information 
with the Council and other organizations and projects. Meetings to date have attracted between fifty 
and seventy individuals. The forum is underpinned by a ‘closed’ Facebook page which currently 
boasts 120 members. 
 
The Environment Centre has continued to support other environmental organisations and 
partnerships, providing office space, meeting rooms, administrative facilities and project management 
support. 
 
The Swansea Fair Trade Forum has maintained Fairtrade County status for Swansea and continues to 
help raise the profile of fair trade, particularly through an events programme during Fairtrade Fortnight. 
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EA4: Encourage good environmental practice amongst 
organisations and businesses 
SUMMARY 

Local businesses and organisations continue to participate in environmental 
management schemes, staff training initiatives and partnerships that promote 
environmental sustainability practices. 

AMBER 

 

LEAD BODIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Swansea Environmental Forum (Sustainable Swansea, Low Carbon Swansea, Clear Streams) 
Groundwork Wales 
Swansea Rural Development Partnership 
Rural Swansea Action Local Action Group 

INDICATORS AND OTHER DATA 

 Mar 
2007 

Feb 
2010 

Mar 
2011 

Mar 
2012 

Jul 
2014 

Jun 
2016 

Number of 
Green Dragon 
Awards 
(level 2+) 

- Swansea 63 22 19 24 23 21 
- Wales approx 

900 
358 250 338 168 159 

 
The number of businesses and other organisations in Wales attaining the Green Dragon 
Environmental Standards has continued to fall but the number in Swansea has remained fairly steady. 
This has resulted in the proportion of Green Dragon Awards in Swansea increasing significantly. 
 
The number of applications, finalists and awards in the Sustainable Swansea Awards was previously 
recorded as an indicator but as the scheme has not run since 2012/13, this has not been included in 
this latest review. 
 

ACTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

Grant funding for the Low Carbon Swansea project, set-up and managed by SEF, came to an end in 
2014 but partners contributed funds to enable it to continue and to develop a new funding model 
based on membership fees. The subscription scheme was launched in April 2015 and was successful 
in its first year with 15 paying members. The same arrangement is continuing in 2016/17. Some of the 
training events organised by Low Carbon Swansea in 2015/16 were CDP-certified through an 
arrangement with Cynnal Cymru. 
 
The Clear Streams Swansea project, a partnership between SEF, the Wildlife Trust and NRW, 
included awareness-raising with businesses. Over 1,000 companies were contacted and over 200 
were visited and provided with information and advice on water-related issues. (See also WM1). 
 
SEF decided not to run the Sustainable Swansea Awards in 2014/15 because of the difficult financial 
climate and other priorities. However, Cynnal Cymru - Sustain Wales launched a new national award 
scheme in which Swansea projects have proved successful. 
 
Rural Swansea Action (RSA) continued to promote environmental sustainability in rural areas of 
Swansea until it finished towards the end of 2014. A new Local Action Group (LAG) has now been 
formed to take forward the Rural Local Development Strategy 2014-2020. The group has agreed three 
themes to progress: Transport & Infrastructure; Tourism; and Economy & Communities 
 
The Gower AONB Sustainable Development Fund awarded grants totally about £86k in 2014/15 and 
£59k in 2015/16. In each year, 22 different projects were supported through the fund. 
 
Mumbles Development Trust, in association with the Mumbles Traders Association, organised a third 
annual Oyster fair in Mumbles in 2014 but this was not repeated in 2015 due to a lack of volunteers 
and is not expected to run in 2016. The Trust had also hoped to seek funding for project staff to 
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develop projects and enterprises related to the oyster industry in Mumbles, but this has not 
progressed. 
 
Swansea Bay FLAG (Fisheries Local Action Group) commissioned the Swansea Bay Fishing Industry 
Research Study in 2015. This report identified the estimated economic impact of fish related business 
activity in the FLAG area to be worth approximately £4.65 million, supporting an estimated 147 jobs. 
Funding bids are being submitted for a  new Swansea Bay FLAG which will build on the strengths of 
the previous FLAG and recommendations in the Fishing Industry Study to widen communications to 
ensure all aspects of maritime and aquaculture are properly engaged. 
 
Swansea University recruited at least 35 staff teams to their Green Impact Universities scheme and 
have over 400 students working in partnership with the Sustainability team on various sustainability 
and wellbeing projects. They are now working on a new engagement strategy – SWell (Sustainability 
and Wellbeing) which will add a similar element of competition between staff departments and reward 
individuals for their green/healthy actions in the workplace. 
 
In 2014, UWSTD piloted a UN Sustainability Literacy Test as part of induction for staff and students 
and aim to do a further pilot in 2016-2017 before rolling this out in partnership with other UK 
universities 2017-2018. The university improved its classification in the People and Planet Green 
League – achieving a ‘first class degree’ and expect to see improvement with their NUS Green Impact 
results. They have also maintained Green Dragon Level 5. 
 
Gower College Swansea attained Green Dragon Level 5 for the whole organisation (having aimed to 
do so for the Estates Department). 
 
Groundwork will soon be launching a new 2016 Green Dragon Standard – ten years after the original 
scheme was launched. This has been revised following comments from customers and stakeholders, 
and to take into account recent revisions of ISO14001. 
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APPENDIX 1: Detailed Assessment Matrix 
 
The table below shows the RAG assessment for each strategic priority broken down into the five 
individual components described on page 5. 
 

Strategic 
Priority 

Indicator 
Data 

Additional 
Data 

Action Plan 
(2012-14) 

Additional 
Actions 

Compared to 
Wales 

Overall 
Status 

NE1 - -   -  

NE2  -   -  

NE3     -  

NE4  -   -  

BE1    - -  

BE2  -   -  

BE3    -   

BE4  -   -  

WM1  -   -  

WM2  -  -   

WM3    - -  

WM4 - - - - - - 

WM5       

WM6 - -   -  

ST1     -  

ST2 - -   -  

ST3     -  

ST4 -    -  

EA1     -  

EA2 ?    -  

EA3  -   -  

EA4  -     
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APPENDIX 2: Comparison of Assessments in Previous Reviews 
 
The table below shows the RAG assessments for each strategic priority in each of the biennial reviews 
of the Swansea Environment Strategy and Action Plans. 
 

Strategic 
Priority 

2010 
Review 

2012 
Review 

2014 
Review 

2016 
Review 

NE1     

NE2     

NE3     

NE4     

BE1     

BE2     

BE3     

BE4     

WM1     

WM2     

WM3     

WM4    - 

WM5     

WM6     

ST1     

ST2     

ST3     

ST4     

EA1     

EA2     

EA3     

EA4     
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APPENDIX 3: Sources of Indicator Data 
 
The following table provides the sources of data used in this report. 
 

Priority Indicator / Additional Data Sources 

NE2 Total area of LNRs, AONB and SINCs 
Percentage of SAC, SPA and SSSI features in or recovering 
towards favourable condition 

CCS(nc) 
NRW 

NE3 Number of Green Flags and Green Pennants 
Area of land managed under agri-environment agreements 
Rating of parks and open/green spaces 
Ease of access to parks and open spaces 

Keep Wales Tidy 
Welsh Government 
CCS(Swansea Voices) 
CCS(Swansea Voices) 

NE4 Length of easy-to-use footpaths and other rights of way 
Visitors to a selection of sites 

CCS(ca) 
National Trust, CCS(ca) 

BE1 Percentage of public satisfaction with their local area 
Percentage cleanliness at high standard 
Cleanliness Index 

CCS(Swansea Voices) 
CCS(streetscene) 
CCS(streetscene) 

BE2 SAP rating for housing in Swansea 
Developments meeting Ecohomes or BREEAM standards 
CO2 emissions in CCS corporate buildings 

CCS(housing) 
BRE 
CCS(cbps) 

BE3 Proportion of social housing meeting WHQS 
Number of affordable homes built 
Number of homelessness preventions 
Proportion of private housing left vacant 
Number of homes brought back into use and problem 
buildings demolished or renovated (total since 2004) 

CCS(housing), RSLs 
CCS(housing) 
CCS(housing) 
CCS(housing) 
CCS(protection) 
CCS(protection) 

BE4 Percentage of buildings at each level on the ‘Buildings at 
Risk’ register 

CCS(design and 
conservation), Cadw 

WM1 Percentage of waterbodies at good ecological status NRW 

WM2 Percentage of bathing waters at sufficient or above standard 
Percentage of bathing waters at excellent standard 
Number of Blue Flags and Green Coast Awards 

NRW 
NRW 
Keep Wales Tidy 

WM3 Number of properties at high risk of flooding 
Percentage of properties at risk from flooding 
Percentage of at risk properties on flood warning system 

NRW 
NRW 
NRW 

WM5 Average household / municipal waste arisings 
Percentage of municipal waste recycled, reused or 
composted 
Percentage of waste at civic amenity sites recycled 
Percentage commercial waste recycled, reused or composted 
Amount of material reused 
Percentage of LAS allowance used 
Number of fly tipping incidents 

CCS(waste management) 
CCS(waste management) 
 
CCS(waste management) 
CCS(waste management) 
CCS(waste management) 
CCS(waste management) 
NRW 
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ST1 Modal split – City Centre User Survey 
Modal split – SWWITCH Household Travel Survey 
Number of cyclists using National Cycle Network 
Cycle route counter data 
Main form of transport for shopping, leisure, work 
Number using park and ride facilities 

CCS(riu) 
SWWITCH (no longer exists) 
Sustrans 
CCS(transport) 
CCS(Swansea Voices) 
CCS(transport) 

ST2 City Centre User Survey – ease of access 
Ease of getting to facilities and services 

CCS(riu) 
CCS(Swansea Voices) 

ST3 Number of days when air pollution is moderate or higher 
Number of roadside NO2 monitoring sites exceeding / close 
to exceeding annual mean limit 
Number of PM2.5 monitoring sites exceeding / close to 
exceeding annual mean limit 
Number of PM10 monitoring sites exceeding annual mean 
limit 
Number of PM10 exceedences of 24-hour mean limit 

CCS(pollution control) 
CCS(pollution control) 
 
CCS(pollution control) 
 
CCS(pollution control) 
 
CCS(pollution control) 

ST4 Number of NO2 monitoring locations 
Number of hits on Swansea Air Quality website 

CCS(pollution control) 
CCS(pollution control) 

EA1 Percentage of schools with Eco-School Green Flag 
Percentage of schools at other Eco-School levels  
Percentage of schools in Swansea Sustainable Schools 
Scheme 
Number of awards at each level of Swansea Sustainable 
Schools Scheme 
Number of supported schools visits to key sites and facilities 
 
 
 
Number of times Green Boxes loaned out 

Keep Wales Tidy 
Keep Wales Tidy 
SEEF 
 
SEEF 
 
Swansea Community Farm, 
Forest School SNPT, WWT 
Llanelli, Bishop’s Wood, 
Environment Centre 
SEEF 

EA2 Number of hits on Sustainable Swansea website 
Number of hits on Environment Centre website 
Number of events listed in annual environmental events 
leaflet 

Sustainable Swansea, 
Environment Centre 
CCS(nc) 

EA3 Number of volunteers / volunteer hours in environmental 
projects 

National Trust, Community 
Farm 

EA4 Number of Green Dragon Awards (level 2+) Groundwork Trust 

 
Key to abbreviations used in table 
CCS(nc): City and County of Swansea (Nature Conservation) 
CCS(ca): City and County of Swansea (Countryside Access) 
CCS(cbps): City and County of Swansea (Corporate Building and Property Services) 
CCS(riu): City and County of Swansea (Research and Information Unit) 
NRW: Natural Resources Wales 
SWWITCH: South West Wales Integrated Transport Consortium (no longer exists) 
SEEF: Swansea Environmental Education Forum 
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