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Greetings!
This map of the green spaces in and around the 
Swansea area has been created by Sustainable 
Swansea. The map highlights the locations of 
different types of green spaces, from nature 
conservation sites and Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest to those small, but well-loved and  
well-used local parks. You can use your map to  
help you become more active and enjoy the 
outdoors, help improve the environment,  
and become more sustainable in your lifestyle.
You will notice that not every green space or park 
is on the map but the good news is that there are 
just too many entries to physically fit on a map of 
this size. However, we hope that you still find the 
selection here has something new and interesting  
for you to go and explore.

Online maps
All the sites that couldn’t make it onto the map  
(along with the ones that did) can be found online  
at www.opengreenmap.org/greenmap/ 
swansea-green-spaces-map.

Get involved
This online map gives you the chance to not only find 
out new green spaces to go and explore but also 
to add your comments and photos about your visit. 
See the help pages at the Open Green map website 
for full instructions at www.opengreenmap.org/faq/
how-open-green-map-works

When you’re out and about
If you discover somewhere that isn’t on the map then 
visit m.opengreenmap.org on your mobile phone 
to collect information and photos and get the site 
added to your local green map!
Swansea and its surrounding areas are fortunate 
enough to have some truly amazing places to see 
and explore.
It’s time to get exploring!

The importance  
of green spaces 
Green spaces are important in urban areas. They can 
sustain important communities of plants and animals, 
and can be vital for the health and well-being of urban 
inhabitants. Parks and gardens provide a focal point for 
communities, and have gained in importance as significant 
areas for conservation.
Green infrastructure refers to all the natural features which 
make life in our towns and cities better and includes 
features like:

 ● Woods and street trees
 ● Ponds, streams, lakes and wetlands
 ● Meadows and grasslands
 ● Roadside verges
 ● Parks and gardens
 ●  Open areas that once held buildings (sometimes 

known as brownfield land)
 ● Landscaped grounds around offices and factories
 ●  Green roofs and green walls, and any feature with 

plants or water
 ● Disused quarries

Unlike old-fashioned grey infrastructure (like drainage 
pipes) which has a single function (to transport rainwater), 
each bit of green infrastructure (like a grassy swale) has 
many functions (to transport rainwater, allow water to soak 
into the ground, to remove water pollution, to provide 
homes for wildlife, to provide flowers for bees and other 
pollinators, to help keep the city cool).
Ideally, green Infrastructure should be a strategic network 
of high-quality green spaces and other natural features, 
designed and managed to deliver the ecological services 
and quality of life benefits required by communities now, 
and in the future. Green Infrastructure includes established 
green spaces and new sites and should thread through 
and surround the built environment and connect the  
urban area to its wider rural hinterland.

Explanation of  
acronyms used
LNR Local Nature Reserve 
NNR National Nature Reserve 
SINC Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 
SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest 
RAMSAR Wetlands of International Importance 
TPO Tree Preservation Order 
OAL Open Access Land 
SPA Special Protection Area 
SAC  Special Area of Conservation 
PAWS  Plantation on Ancient Woodland Site 
CRoW  Countryside Right of Way 

Find out more about these terms and what they mean at 
www.naturalresources.wales/conservation-biodiversity- 
and-wildlife

Useful Contacts:
NRW - Natural Resources Wales.  
Contact them: www.naturalresources.wales
General enquiries 0300 065 3000.

WTSWW - The Wildlife Trust of South & West Wales.  
Contact them: www.welshwildlife.org or 01656 724100. 

Nature Conservation, City & County of Swansea.  
Contact them: www.swansea.gov.uk or 01792 636000

The National Trust.  
Contact them: wa.customerenquiries@nationaltrust.org.uk 
or 01633 811659

Swansea Parks Watch
Parks Watch is an initiative by which the general public can 
report any issues that affect their local park, for example, 
vandalism and anti-social behaviour. Freephone number 
0800 0787 357. Leave a message 24 hours a day,  
7 days a week. www.swansea.gov.uk/parkswatch

Green Maps
This map uses the International Green Map System which 
has been promoting sustainable community development 
around the world since 1995, by creating maps of local 
resources using their Green Map icons which can be 
recognised in any language. Over 850 locally led map 
projects in over 65 countries have successfully published 
Green Maps, used by millions of people to connect with 
green living, nature and social and cultural resources near 
home and while travelling. 

Green Maps by  
Sustainable Swansea
All of our previous printed maps can be downloaded  
as PDFs from our website. 
Visit www.sustainableswansea.net/green-maps  
and click on the image of the map you want to download.

Our contact details
Sustainable Swansea 
The Environment Centre,  
Pier Street, Swansea SA1 1RY
01792 480200
www.sustainableswansea.net

/SustSwansea
@SustSwansea

Icons © Green Map System, Inc. 2017. 
All rights reserved. Green Map® is a registered trademark 
and used with permission.
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Sustainable Swansea
We help to make Swansea a more sustainable  
place to live, work, visit, and enjoy, by working  
with communities, organisations, and individuals  
to inspire action! 
As a project of Swansea Environmental Forum, 
Sustainable Swansea runs activities and initiatives 
including:
Get Sust! Works with individuals, communities and groups 
on how to be more sustainable. We attend and organise 
events and activities about sustainability, sometimes 
around specific themes.
Swansea Sustainability Trail. A collection of locations 
which forms a sustainability trail for Swansea.  
Projects include Swansea Community Farm, Down to 
Earth Project, Rosehill Quarry, Bishop’s Wood Nature 
Reserve, Llys Nini and Penllergare Valley Woods  
– all of which show sustainability in action. 
Digital Media Training. A great informal way of gaining 
skills with digital photography and photo editing. 
Green Map Series. A growing collection which includes 
a Swansea-wide map and community green maps for 
Penlan, Castle, Townhill, Morriston, Pontarddulais, Gower, 
St. Thomas and Port Tennant, Penderry and finally,  
Central Swansea, including interactive maps.  
This map is the latest member of that family.
Sustainable Swansea Awards Scheme. Rewarding 
sustainable action by schools, businesses, community 
projects, public agencies, and individuals.
For more information or to get involved, contact 
Sustainable Swansea on 01792 480200 or visit  
www.sustainableswansea.net on twitter @sustswansea  
or find us on Facebook.

Abertawe Gynaliadwy
Rydym yn helpu gwneud Abertawe yn le fwy cynaliadwy 
i fyw, gweithio, ymweld â, a mwynhau, trwy weithio gyda 
chymunedau, sefydliadau ac unigolion i’w hysbrydoli i 
weithredu!
Fel prosiect o Fforwm Amgylcheddol Abertawe, mae 
Abertawe Gynaliadwy yn rhedeg gweithgareddau a mentrau 
gan gynnwys:
Get Sust! Mae’n gweithio gydag unigolion, cymunedau a 
grwpiau ar sut i fod yn fwy cynaliadwy. Maent yn mynychu 
ac yn trefnu digwyddiadau a gweithgareddau ar faterion 
cynaliadwy, weithiau ar bynciau penodol. 
Trywydd Cynaladwyedd Abertawe. Casgliad o  
leoliadau sy’n ffurfio trywydd cynaladwyedd yn Abertawe. 
Mae’r prosiectau yn cynnwys Fferm Cymunedol Abertawe, 
Prosiect Down to Earth, Chwarel Rosehill, Gwarchodfa 
Natur Bishop’s Wood, Llys Nini a Choedydd Glyn 
Penllergaer- sydd i gyd yn dangos cynaladwyedd mewn 
gweithred. 
Hyfforddiant Cyfryngau Digidol. Ffordd annffurfiol gwych 
o ennill sgiliau ffotograffiaeth digidiol a golygu ffotograffiau. 
Cyfres Mapiau Gwyrdd. Casgliad eang o fapiau gan 
gynnwys map o Abertawe i gyd, ynghyd a mapiau 
cymynedol ar gyfer Penlan, Ward y Castell, Townhill, 
Treforys, Pontarddulais, Gwyr, St. Thomas a Phort Tennant, 
Penderi ac yn olaf Canol Abertawe, gan gynnwys mapiau 
rhyngweithiol. Y map yma yw aelod newydd y teulu!
Cynllun Gwobrau Abertawe Cynaliadwy. Mae’n 
gwobrwyo ysgolion, busnesau, prosiectau cymunedol, 
asiantau cyhoeddus ac unigolion sy’n gweithredu’n 
gynaliadwy. 
Am fwy o wybodaeth, cysylltwch ag Abertawe Gynaliadwy 
ar 01792 480200. Ewch i www.sustainableswansea.net neu 
Trydar@SustSwansea neu ar Facebook.com/sustswansea
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NATURAL CORRIDOR/GREENWAY 
¬  1 Hillside Wildlife Corridor including Rosehill Quarry  

The Hillside Wildlife Corridor is part of the Rosehill Community 
park. It is host to a wide variety of wildlife and has hedge banks that date 
back to the Enclosures Act of the 18th century. It is designated a SINC.

¬  2 River Tawe Wildlife Corridor Runs alongside the River Tawe  
all the way to the sea.

The Tawe Wildlife Corridor is a SINC. It provides a tranquil haven close to the 
city centre and supports a wide variety of wildlife including otters, herons, 
kingfishers, salmon and trout.

¬  3 Swansea Bay Wildlife Corridor Oystermouth Rd, Swansea.
Swansea Bay is nationally important for its wildlife and habitats. 

Its character is a blend of factors past and present, including physical 
geology, natural processes and climate, built environment and wildlife. 
At each low tide, a large expanse of seashore is uncovered and awaits 
discovery along the 8km long sweep of the bay. Swansea Bay SINC 
stretches across the whole bay, from the dunes near Swansea Marina to 
Mumbles Pier.
WETLANDS
ª  4 River Loughor Marshland site Access from Iscoed Rd, Hendy.

This tidal section of the River Loughor is bordered by intertidal 
mudflats, salt marsh and reed beds with wet woodland and rough pasture. 
These provide habitats for a diversity of priority species like lapwing,  
little egret, reed buntings, sand martins and water rail.

ª  5 Loughor Estuary Travel to Penclawdd for spectacular views  
of the estuary. 

The whole estuary forms part of the Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries Special 
Area of Conservation, and is very close to the Burry Inlet Special Protection 
Area and Burry Inlet Ramsar site. 
WILDLIFE HABITAT
À  6 Clyne Valley Country Park Access from car park along  

Mumbles Rd in Blackpill. 
It covers 110 acres of mixed deciduous woodland, and consists 
predominately of oak, with some birch, beech and sycamore. It provides 
a habitat for a wide range of birds, mammals and insects. There is a cycle 
track along the centre of the valley, which links Blackpill with Gowerton.

À  7 Llangyfelach Common By Junction 46 M4. 
The common has a history of coalmining and tinplate works. 

Plants such as common cottongrass and orchids are present along with 
reptiles such as adder and slow worm. Look out for birds such as song 
thrush and kestrel.
PARK/RECREATION AREA
b  8 Knoyle Park Access from Knoyle Street, Treboeth and  

Heol Gwyrosydd, Penlan.
Open grassy area with lovely views toward the city and the sea.

b  9 Parc Melin Mynach Main entrance on the corner of Cecil Rd, 
Gorseinon. SA4 4FQ

Also known as Monks’ Mill, this is a landscape of historic interest, with 
features of industrial heritage, which over time has developed mature tree 
cover.

b 10 Ashlands/Banfield At the far end of Wern Fawr Rd,  
Port Tennant. SA1 8NJ

The site has several football pitches and plenty of open green space.

b 11 Brynmill Park Access from Glanbrydan Avenue and  
Oakwood Rd.

An extremely popular urban park. As well as having some superb facilities 
with lots of green space for running around, it has a small lake, as well as  
the Discovery Centre education building.

b 12 Coed Bach Park Entrances on Gwynfryn Rd and Coedbach Rd, 
Pontarddulais.

The woodland is dominated by a canopy of oak with a scrub layer of 
bramble and ivy. These support many species. The park also has facilities for 
tennis, bowls, rugby and football, play areas and a BMX track. Find Friends 
of Coed Bach Park on Facebook. 

b 13 Coed Gwilym Park Pontardawe Rd, Clydach. SA6 5NS
An excellent sports and recreation area catering for all ages. 

There is large open space combined with well-used facilities, formal flower 
area, seating and walkways through wooded area and along the canal.

b 14 Cwmdonkin Park Park Drive, Swansea. SA2 OPP
This is a beautiful park with a bowling green, children’s play area, 

tennis courts, walking trails and woodland. It also has tea rooms, and has 
multiple references to Dylan Thomas, including a memorial stone with lines 
from ‘Fern Hill’. 

b 15 Manselton Park Pedestrian access from St John’s Rd  
in Manselton. SA5 8PP

A small urban park with mature trees, open grass areas, a playground, 
benches and bowling green. 

b 16 Morriston Park Entrances on Clasemont Rd and Harry Street. 
SA6 7DR

A very large park that, in places, boasts excellent views of Swansea.  
The focus is on natural green spaces, surrounded by formal flower beds, 
shrubberies and duck pond, walking trails, children’s play area and BMX/
skate jumps. They also have outdoor fitness stations around the park.

b 17 Parc Llewelyn There are 6 entrances: on Trewyddfa terrace, 
Golden Grove, Cnap Llwyd and Llewelyn Park Drive.

A community park based in the east of the city with a multi-use games area. 
Facilities include a bowling green, children’s play area, community centre, 
orienteering course and tennis courts. Also an active ‘Friends of’ group 
exists. 

b 18 Parc y Werin Off Brynawel Rd and Princess Street,  
Gorseinon. SA4 4UX. 

In the heart of Gorseinon, it has a number of facilities to keep visitors of all 
ages active, including large open spaces, ideal for taking a walk with your 
dog or running, children’s play area, bowling greens and football pitches. 
Find Friends of Parc y Werin on Facebook.

b 19 Pontlliw Park 2 entrances: one on Heol y Parc and one on 
Swansea Rd, Pontlliw. 

With plenty of open spaces, this green and luscious area is perfect for a  
long walk. Its facilities include children’s play area, tennis courts, MUGA and 
BMX/skate jumps. 

b 20 Primrose Park Main entrance from Bethel Rd, Llansamlet.  
SA7 9BD

A small leafy park in the heart of the community, with a children’s play area 
and bowls green. Friends of Primrose Park can be found on Facebook.

b 21 Ravenhill Park Ravenhill Rd. SA5 5AN
This park is great for a stroll around its large open spaces, 

and has a number of features including a basketball court and concrete 
amphitheatre, a bowling green and children’s play area.

b 22 Singleton Park Two main entrances, one on Gower Rd,  
one on Oystermouth Rd.

One of Swansea’s most popular parks, it is a large expanse of open 
grassland, the ideal location for a day out. The park has many features 
including the Botanical Gardens, small boating and fishing lake, crazy golf 
and a children’s play area.

b 23 Vetch Field site Access from Richardson Rd or William Street, 
Sandfields

A large open area of grassland built on the site of the old football ground. 
The space is home to a vibrant community growing project called Vetch Veg. 
There is also a small orchard on part of the site.

b 24 Victoria Park On Mumbles Rd, near the Guildhall. 
This park is a compact, beautiful urban park situated between 

the city centre and Mumbles and dates back to 1887. It boasts a skate 
ramp, children’s play area, basketball court, bowling green, MUGA and 
tennis courts. 

b 25 Ynystawe Park Park Rd, Ynystawe. SA6 5AP
A popular park with a wide range of amenities for all ages.  

A mural-painted pavilion, Celtic memorial stone and a tree sculpture provide 
artistic interest to this tree-lined park. Facilities include a skate park, football 
pitches, a bowling green, a MUGA, children’s play area and a cricket pitch.
PUBLIC FOREST/NATURAL AREA
d 26 The Wern and the Rallt Near Llanmorlais. 

These are 5 small, separate pockets of common land in the 
Llanmorlais/Blue Anchor area. There are a mixture of habitats present 
including bracken, scrub, rush pasture and improved pasture. Part of the  
site is a SINC (Morlais River and Penllwyn-Robert Field).

d 27 Trewyddfa Slopes Access from Parc Avenue or Trewyddfa Rd.
The northern portion of the site is composed of a mosaic of 

bracken-dominated scrub and marshy grassland. The southern extremity 
has grassland and dry heath and a small stream divides the site.  
Designated a SINC. 

d 28 Berry Wood Near Knelston, Gower.
Managed by WTSWW, Berry Wood is an ancient oak wood, 

with the oldest oaks being up to 200 years old. There is an abundance of 
epiphytes on the oak and willows, and wildlife ranging from wood mouse 
and bank vole to buzzards and willow warbler can be found. 

d 29 Clyne Common and Mansel Green Follow B4436 towards 
Murton, Gower.

This is a large area of common land and is a mosaic of wet and dry 
heathland bordered by predominantly native woodland. Look out for 
heathland birds such as skylark, linnet and snipe. There are also several 
species of dragonfly and butterfly present. Designated a SINC.

d 30 Mynydd Bach y Glo Mynydd Bach Y Glo, Waunarlwydd. 
This is a large area of common land on the urban fringe, 

containing a range of habitats. Much of the common is dense bracken or 
rush pasture, making access difficult. Designated a SINC.

d 31 Gelli-Hir Wood  Behind Swansea Airport on Fairwood Common.
Managed by WTSWW, the reserve varies from wet oak/birch 

woodland in the south and east to drier ash/elm woodland in the north and 
west. There is a large population of birds which can be observed from the 
discreet bird hide. Moths and butterflies, such as comma, silver-washed 
fritillary and holly blue can be seen.

d 32 Mynyddbach Common Off Llangyfelach Rd, close to the 
Welcome Inn pub.

The site is predominantly composed of marshy grassland, dominated by 
purple moor-grass with areas of rank vegetation. It is lightly grazed by horses 
and is of importance for invertebrates and bird species.

d 33 Oystermouth Cemetery and Castle inc. Peel Wood off Newton 
Rd, Mumbles SA1 9SG

Peel Wood, a WTSWW reserve, is a broadleaved woodland within a disused 
limestone quarry. The woodland canopy is dominated by sycamore, with 
ash and oak. Wildlife includes badgers and bats, green woodpecker 
and dunnock and amphibians such as frogs, toads and slow worms. 
Designations include a SINC and Peel Wood is covered by a TPO.

d 34 Penllergare Valley Woods Off Junction 47 of M4, Penllergaer. 
SA4 9GS 

Penllergare is stocked with a rich assortment of trees, shrubs and native 
and exotic plants thanks to John Dillwyn Llewelyn who exploited the natural 
beauty of the site in the 19th century. Both otter and water vole have been 
spotted at the lower lake. There are also a number of rare birds visiting and 
nesting, proving the importance of Penllergare as a green corridor. 

d 35 Prior’s Wood and Meadow Three Crosses, Gower. 
Managed by WTSWW. Prior’s Wood and Meadow is a broad-

leaved wet woodland with a small, but interesting meadow area beautiful in 
spring and summer with its wonderful orchids and other wildflowers. 

d 36 Kilvrough Manor Woods and Redden Hill On either side of the 
A4118¸ south Gower Rd in Parkmill, Gower. 

Managed by WTSWW, the woods are mostly ancient semi-natural and 
broadleaved, made up of a canopy of ash, oak, beech, and elm. Redden 
Hill was originally a planted ancient woodland and provides suitable nesting 
habitat for a wide range of birds.

d 37 Kilvey Hill Car park at junction of A4217 and Pentrechwyth Rd.
Kilvey Hill, a large (3 km²) prominent site on the east side of 

Swansea, is a young community woodland and a refuge for wildlife in the 
city. It incorporates a variety of habitats including heathland and meadow 
and commands stunning views over the city and Swansea Bay.

d 38 The Leadfield Off Caemawr Rd, Clase.
The site is a large natural open space with panoramic views and 

backs onto Morriston Park. There is open grassland with a boggy area that 
provides a great habitat for toads, newts and frogs. There are also interesting 
archaeological features including an old well and remnants of ancient field 
workings.

d 39 Barlands Common Car park off B4436 between Kittle and 
Bishopston.

A small secluded common with footpaths linking to Fairwood Common and 
Clyne Common, predominantly covered in bracken with some attractive 
woodlands around the perimeter and heathland. It is designated as a SINC, 
OAL and Geological SSSI.

d 40 Crymlyn Quarry Wood. Access just off Frederick Place, just past 
Heol Rhuddos.

A small broadleaved woodland and meadow area. The woodland is part of a 
mosaic of habitats including acid heath, scrub mire and acid grassland that 
together are designated a SINC.

d 41 Cwm Ivy and Betty Church Reserve Nr Llanmadoc, Gower.
Managed by WTSWW, this reserve is in two parts, a section of 

woodland and pasture, which is separated from a small limestone quarry. 
The larger part of the reserve is a fine example of ash wood with some oak, 
sycamore and planted beech. The limestone quarry is home to a variety of 
lime-loving plants such as milkwort and wild thyme.

d 42 Dunvant Brickworks Car park off Walters Row, Dunvant.  
Follow cycle path north to a wooden bridge.

This is a broadleaved woodland area with a pond, meadow, heath, rocky 
outcrops and remains of buildings from the old brickworks. There are also 
bunkers dating from the second world war and a large disused railway 
tunnel which has been blocked up and is now home to bats.

d 43 Bishopston Valley 
This runs from Kittle in the north to Pwll Du Bay in the south. 

The ancient woodland is the predominant feature that covers the steep 
valley sides and a stream winds its way along the valley floor. The valley 
has a colourful past, once used by smugglers, miners and quarry workers. 
Designated a SSSI and LNR.

d 44 Mawr/Swansea uplands Including Cefn Drum,  
Graig Fawr, Goppa Hill, Pentwyn Mawr, Mynydd Pysgodlyn, 
Mynydd Y Gwair, land northwest of Clydach, Banc Darren Fawr. 

This is an enormous area of common land in the north of Swansea.  
It is largely bracken dominated apart from Mynydd Pysgodlyn which 
has heather and bilberry. The area is extensively grazed by commoners’ 
livestock. The highest point in Swansea, Penlle’r Castell which is 371m 
above sea level, lies in the northernmost part of this area. Goppa Hill has 
mixed habitats of woodland, open moorland and a stream, while Brynbach 
lies to the south of Goppa Hill and is open moorland with criss-crossing 
paths. Designations: Graig Fawr is a SSSI, the whole area is part of a large 
SINC (Banc Darren Fawr).

d 45 Bishop’s Wood Local Nature Reserve Access at the rear  
of Caswell Bay car park.

A popular place with walkers and is situated above Caswell Bay.  
The semi-natural woodland contains a wide range of shrubs and plants and 
is a classic example of limestone woodland which is relatively rare in Britain. 
Designated a LNR, SSSI and SAC.

d 46 Bryn Lliw Grasslands and Mynydd Lliw Commons  
Near Pontarddulais, Swansea.

Look out for birds such as skylark and meadow pipit as well as butterflies 
such as marsh fritillary and dingy skipper. You will also find plants such as 
whorled caraway, tormentil and mousewort.

d 47 Cadle Heath Local Nature Reserve Access via Pentregethin Rd.
This is one of the best examples of urban heath in the county. 

The reserve has areas of ponds, scrub and woodland and is home to a wide 
range of animals, plants and insects. 

d 48 Cefn Bryn Take the road off B4271 towards Reynoldston.
Cefn Bryn is a 5-mile long ridge of common land, known locally 

as the backbone of Gower. It has panoramic views across the area and is 
well known for a large Neolithic monument called Arthur’s Stone not too far 
from the summit of the ridge.

d 49 Crwys Community Woodlands Tirmynydd Rd, Three Crosses. 
SA4 3PP

An area cleaned up and created by local residents, the woodland is an 
interesting mix of habitats including wet grassland, pond area, marsh 
habitats, scrub and deciduous woodland and they provide resources for a 
wealth of wildlife. The site is especially suitable for wheelchair users.

d 50 Cwmllwyd Wood Waunarlwydd Rd, Swansea.
The large reserve (16 acres in all) is one of the best examples 

of its kind in South Wales. Lying on the southern slope of Cockett Valley it 
consists mainly of oak trees planted over 100 years ago.

d 51 Hendrefoilan Wood Access off Ffordd Taliesin near  
Hendrefoilan School.

The woods adjoin the former Hendrefoilan student village site and put on  
a beautiful display of bluebells during the spring. 

d 52 Mill Wood Penrice, Gower. 
This area consists mainly of ash woodland with some oak. 

Some of the fauna present includes badgers, foxes, otters, buzzards, 
sparrowhawk and bats. There is also a ruined mill and pond, which are 
remnants of the Penrice Estate. Designated a PAWS.

d 53 Mynydd Gelliwastad, Ryddwen Common and Homelean Wood 
Clydach Rd, Clydach.

Mynydd Gelliwastad SINC is a long narrow hill providing lovely views of both 
sides of the valley. Rhyddwen Common is a small wooded area of adjacent 
common land. Homelean Wood is a designated SINC. Keep a look out for 
red kite.

d 54 Pengwern Common and Fairwood Common Near Swansea 
Airport, Fairwood, Gower. 

These are two large areas of adjacent common which have much wildlife 
interest including lousewort and ragged-robin, badger, snipe and skylark. 
Designations include Common Land, OAL, SINC, SAC and a SSSI.

d 55 Penlan Slopes/ The Racecourse Access via Clwyd Rd, Penlan. 
SA5 7EY

It is surrounded by the urban developments of Penlan and Brynhyfryd.  
The site is important for a number of species of flora and fauna including the 
protected small blue butterfly and early marsh orchid. Designated as a SINC. 

d 56 Penllergaer Forest Off Junction 47 of the M4 at Penllergaer. 
The site is predominantly composed of coniferous woodland 

with two small areas of semi-natural broadleaved woodland. It is mirrored 
to the south of the motorway by the picturesque landscape of Penllergare 
Valley Woods. It is designated a SINC.

d 57 The Tennant Canal including Basin Access from Wern Fawr Rd, 
Port Tennant.

The Canal is 8 miles from Port Tennant to its junction with the Neath Canal 
at Aberdulais and makes a pleasant and tranquil walk through unspoilt 
landscapes despite its industrial associations. The site is known to be used 
by otter and by birds such as kingfisher, sedge warbler, peregrine and 
kestrel. Designated a SINC.

d 58 Washing House Brook West Cross, Swansea.
The brook runs through this attractive, predominantly oak 

and hazel woodland, which are home to birds such as tawny owl, green 
woodpecker and a variety of finches. It is designated a SINC.
SPECIAL TREE
f 59 Llanrhidian Hill  Opposite Llanrhidian Community Hall. 

Much of the site occupies a steep north-facing slope, giving 
fine views. The larger quarry is shallow with a grassland-covered floor, its 
rocky sides supporting lime-loving plants. This is a site to see the locally rare 
marble white butterfly. The yew tree within the adjacent Church grounds 
(sixth century) is estimated to be at least 800 years old and thought to be  
the oldest surviving tree in Swansea. 
GARDENS
h 60 Clyne Gardens Off Oystermouth Rd. SA3 5BD

Here you will find 50 acres of picturesque oak woodland, a wild 
flower meadow, viewing tower, bog garden and formal gardens and the 
tallest magnolia in Britain, together with internationally acclaimed collections 
of rhododendrons, enkianthus and pieris, with many species being unique 
to Clyne.

h 61 Argyll Gardens Off Park Rd or West Street in Gorseinon.
A small town park with mature trees, benches and flower/shrub 

beds situated next to the main bus station in Gorseinon.

h 62 St James Gardens St James Crescent, Swansea.
St James gardens is a small, formal, town mews park with 

mature trees and seating.

WATERFRONT/RIVERSIDE PARK
i 63 Fendrod Lake Valley Way, Llansamlet SA6 8RN.

A good place for a circular walk and a picnic spot. Also has  
free-to-use outdoor gym equipment and is often used by anglers too.
SIGNIFICANT HABITAT
k 64 Park Wood, Parkmill Parkmill, Gower. 

This is a wood of majestic and mature oak, ash and conifer 
trees, home to buzzards, woodpeckers, nuthatch, lesser and greater 
horseshoe bats and a wealth of other wildlife. It is designated a geological 
and biological SSSI.

k 65 Crymlyn Bog National Nature Reserve Access from Dinam Rd 
(the back lane between Port Tennant and Bonymaen). SA1 7BW

Crymlyn Bog is a tranquil oasis on the edge of urban Swansea. A wide 
variety of wetland plants, birds and dragonflies can be seen from the 
network of waymarked footpaths and boardwalks. It is designated as a 
SSSI, SAC, Ramsar site and NNR.

k 66 Killay Marsh Access from Woodcote, Killay and from the Clyne 
Valley cycle path north of Railway Inn. 

Managed by WTSWW, it consists of wet woodland, swamp and marshy 
grassland. The plants here are of particular importance to a range of 
butterflies and there is a large population of common frog. A variety of  
bats can be seen in the evenings and nearly 60 species of bird all breed  
on the reserve. 

k 67 Llanrhidian Marsh Lies between Landimore and Llanrhidian.
The area adjoins the Loughor Estuary, and is an extensive area 

of grazed salt-marsh covered by the sea at high tide. The rapid incoming 
tides and boggy nature of this land means care needs to be taken when 
walking. It is designated as a NNR, SPA, SAC, SSSI and a Ramsar site.

k 68 Mumbles Hill Local Nature Reserve Thistleboon Drive, 
Mumbles. SA3 4JB

A variety of habitats are present on the hill. Over 200 species of plants and 
fungi, 40 species of birds and hundreds of species of insects have been 
recorded. Small mammals such as voles, foxes and shrews can also be 
seen. Resident birds include green woodpecker, skylark and jay whilst 
migratory birds include house martins, swallows and garden warblers. 
Designated a LNR.

k 69 Mynydd Cadle Common and pond Next to Mynydd Newydd 
Playing Fields, Penlan

Located on the urban fringe of Penderry, the common is dominated by 
marshy grassland. There are several small ponds and watercourses running 
through the site with stunning views towards the Loughor Estuary. Look out 
for birds such as skylarks and meadow pipit and rare plants such as bog 
asphodel. It is designated a SINC. 

k 70 Mynydd Garngoch Gowerton Rd (A484), Swansea Rd (B4620) 
and Hospital Rd cross the site.

A site on the edge of the industrial estate in Penllergaer consisting 
 of important wildlife habitats including molinia and marshy grassland, lichen/
bryophyte heath and ponds. Birds found here include skylark, barn owl  
and snipe. Plants include broom, western gorse, and heath spotted orchid. 
It is designated a SINC. 

k 71 Llanmadoc Hill and Tankey Lake Moor  
Near Llangennith, Gower.

The area is mainly made up of dry heathland and acidic grassland, and is 
a great place to see stonechats, reed bunting, and swallows. There are 20 
identified sites of archaeological interest on these commons and great views 
from the top of the hill. It is designated a SINC.

k 72 Oxwich National Nature Reserve Oxwich, Gower. 
The reserve includes an amazing variety of coastal habitats such 

as beach and sand dunes, saltmarsh, reed bed, fen, open water, woodland 
and cliffs. Oxwich is one of the most popular and accessible National Nature 
Reserves in Wales - striking not only for its wealth of wildlife but also for its 
landscape quality.
DRINKING WATER SOURCE
p  73 Lliw Reservoirs - Upper and Lower Near Felindre,  

north of Swansea. 
The lower and upper Lliw reservoirs are surrounded by habitats including 
bracken, woodland and grassland. Both sites support a wide diversity of 
flora and fauna, many of which are considered rare. Birds spotted there 
include peregrine, kestrel, skylark, and curlew.
BIRD & WILDLIFE WATCHING
v 74 Hambury Wood Landimore, Gower. 

Managed by WTSWW, the area is characterised by ancient 
woodland and birds such as marsh tit, nuthatch, and treecreeper have been 
recorded here. The views of wintering wildfowl coming in to roost at high tide 
are spectacular. There are fine views all over the estuary.

v 75 Swansea Vale Nature Reserve Walters Rd, Llansamlet.  
SA7 9RW.

Situated in north-east Swansea, it is one of the few remaining areas of 
wetland in the region and is home to a large variety of plants and animals, 
from orchids to otters. It is designated a SINC.
COASTAL HABITAT
z 76 Port Eynon Point Port Eynon, Gower. 

Managed by WTSWW, it is regionally important as a sea-
watching site, particularly for red-throated and great northern divers. Large 
numbers of manx shearwater and gannet and large groups of common 
scoter may be seen at various times of the year.

z 77 Broughton, Hillend and Llangennith Burrows Llangennith, 
Gower.

This is an extensive area of coastal sand dunes supporting many protected 
wildlife species. It is adjacent to Llangennith Beach and Llangennith Moors. 
The latter is designated a SINC.

z 78 Overton Mere South of Overton, Gower. 
Managed by WTSWW, the reserve has habitats ranging 

from hawthorn and blackthorn scrub, through mixed gorse and heath, to 
limestone scree. Lime-loving flowers such as common rock-rose flourish, 
while linnet and stonechat search the grassland and scrub for food.  
Bloody-nosed beetles can be found on the paths in summer and the  
rare silky wave moth hides in the gorse.

z 79 Pennard Cliffs and Burrows Pennard, Gower. 
A rugged and wildly beautiful stretch of coast, with Three Cliffs 

Bay at one end and Pwll Du Bay at the other. The cliff faces are of particular 
importance for wildlife such as rare alpine plants, including yellow whitlow 
grass (the county flower of Swansea) and nesting birds including ravens and 
chough. Designations for this area are Common Land and SSSI.

z 80 Pwll Du Local Nature Reserve Pwll Du, Gower. 
Comprising of a narrow strip of flat land on top of the cliffs and 

the slope down to the sea-washed rocks, Pwll Du Local Nature Reserve 
supports a variety of important habitats and plants.

z 81 Whiteford Burrows North of Llanmadoc, Gower.
From the base of the limestone cliffs at Cwm Ivy, the long sandy 

finger of the reserve stretches northwards into the middle of the Burry Inlet. 
Behind the beach are the open dunes, where the bleached white marram 
grass is splashed with summer colour. 

z 82 Rhossili Down and Rhossili Cliffs Rhossili, Gower.
Rhossili Down is predominately composed of dry acid dwarf shrub 

heath and bracken dominated areas. The site supports a good biodiversity of 
flora and fauna including a number of protected species. The commons also 
boast prehistoric stone circles, cairns and burial chambers. Designated as 
CRoW open access land, SSSI, SINC and Common Land. 
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